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To 


$3, N N * 


xt HONOURABLE 21 AND ner REVEREND 


SR $1 


LORD BISHOP or LANDAPF, 5 


3 


Mv Loxd, 


E favourable opinion, . 

your Lordſhip was pleaſed to 
entertain of this little Work in the I 
firſt Edition, has induced me to give 


it a reviſal, and, by 1 removing ſome 


; inaccuracies, to render it leſs un- 


worthy your acceptance. 


THAT ſo flight a performance 


| ſhould have been able to attract 


f your notice, I muſt attribute to 


that vigilant, unremitted attention, 
which ſo eminently diſtinguiſhes 1 
your Lordihap's conduct; and 
makes you eſteem no attempt un- 


deſerving your regard, which has“ 
the remoteſt tendency to promote 


the intereſts of religion or learning. 


2 0 


DEDICATION. 


THAT this little manual may be 
of ſome uſe, eſpecially to the Youth 
of both Sexes, I am encouraged to 
hope, from the candid reception it 
has met with in our Univerſities, 
where, Tam told, ſomeof the Tutors 
have adopted it, as a proper com- 
pendium to be put into the hands 
of the younger Students at their 
entrance on a courſe of ſacred lite- 
rature. If it contributes in any 
degree to make the Holy Scriptures 
more attentively read and better 


underſtood, I ſhall eſteem it a 
' peculiar happineſs to have had 
this opportunity of teftifying the 
 Hncere reſpect, with which I am, | 
My LOED,. , | 
Your Lordſhip” 8 

Moſt obliged and 

Faithful Servant, 
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A AR cold illustration of 
the ſeveral Books of the Nxw 
TxsTamenT, ſhewing the Deſign. of 
their writers, the nature of their con- 
tents, and whatever elſe is previouſly 
neceſſary to their being read with under- 
ſtanding, is a work, that if welkexecuted, 
muſt prove the beſt of commentaries, and 


frequently ſuperſede the want of all 
other. Like an intelligent guide, it di- 
rects the Reader right at his firſt fetting 


out, and thereby ſaves him the trouble 
of much after - inquiry: Or, like a map 
of a country, through which he is to 
travel; if conſulted before-hand, it gives 
kim a general view of the journey, and 
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prevents his being afterwards loſt and 
bewildered. 

THaT the following little work wilt 
be found to anſwer this flattering de- 
ſcription, | the Compiler dares not take 
upon him to aſſert; he can only ſay, that 
the Contents are chiefly extracted from. 


two eminent Writers, who have particu- 
Jarly diſtinguiſhed themſelves in this 
branch of ſacred criticiſm, and have late- 


2 thrown great light upon the fubject. 


Tur firſt of theſe: is, Mr. Profeſſor 
IIIcnAEILIs, of his Majeſty's univerſity of 
Gottengen, whoſe © IntroduQory Lectures 
* to the facred Books of the New Teſta- 

« ment,” tranſlated from the German, 
were publiſhed, in one volume quarto, 
in 1761. The 22 is the Rev. Dr. 
1 1 3 


— 


— 


A448 K 3 Fs 
5 „ Fince this. 8 of M. 133 * 
vl was, publiſhed, that eminent Writer has» 


'very much improved and enlarged his Work in 
the orginal German; and it were much to be 
wiſhed that ſome capable perſon would give us 

, | | N either 


”* — F 42 N 3 ar. "i 8. : 
PEE F:A-QE + 


LaRDN ER, whoſe © Hiſtory of the 
« Apoſtles and Evangetiſts, Writers 
&« of the New Teſtament, with Re- 
"M marks and Obſervations on every 
66 Book,” was printed in three Vo- 
tumes 8vo. in 1760. The former of 
theſe has diſplayed ſo. much ingenuity 
and diſcernment, and the latter ſuch a 
depth of learning, as give the greateſt 
advantage to fuch as would avail them- 
ſelves of their labours. | | Hi 4 


Bur as their works are not of porta- 
ble ſize, and contain a multitude of eu- 
rious diſquiſitions not within the reach of 
tie generality, of readers, the editor was 

tempted to give a ſhort abſtract of their 
reſpective contents, eleared from all miſ- 
cellaneous digreſſions, and reduced within 
a ſmall compaſs for the pocket. He has 
not, however, merely confined: himſelf to 
thoſe two writers, but bas enriched his 


either a new Te of chis excellent perform- 
ance, or at leaſt would give a new Edition of the 
former Verſion, with all the latter additions and im- 
3 of the . 

work 
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whiſk "uy 1 8 i . in the 


* 


Key to the writings of the ſeveral Evange- 
liſts, a full account is given of the curious 


Hypotheſis of the learned and ingenious. 
Dr. Owzn, who, in his © Obſervations 
4 on the Four Goſpels,” 8vo. 1764, has 


opened a new ſource of information, 


and, by comparing the original language 
of the ſeveral Evangeliſts, has ſtarted 
many new hints, which had eſcaped for- 


mer inquirers. If the Doctor ſhould find a 
difficulty propoſed, in the following pages, 


in reſpect to one part of his ſcheme : he will 
alſo ſee a ſolution offered, which the editor 
apprehends will give new ſtrength and 
confiltency to the whole ies err 


BrsibEs theſe late writers, courſe 


was occaſionally had to the learned and 
uſeful labours of PLR, Doppripcs, 


BzNdzLlus, Dori, and other former 


Critics and Commentators; from: each of 
whom ſuch parts were ſelected as ſeemed. 
moſt ſolid and judicious ; forming in the 
whole, what, it is hoped, will be found a 
clear, 
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clear, conciſe, ant not. incondiltent come 


= pilation: in which the editor frankly 


acknowledges that very little will be 
found of his own, and that he has no 
other merit than that of bringing into 
one compendium whatever he thought 
Was molt excellent in ſo many valuable 
writers. 


AFTER this lcele co was firſ com. 
mitted to the preſs, the editor was fa» 
voured by an ingenious friend with the 
ſhort Account of the ſeveral Seas and 
Hereſies that prevailed in the times of 
 ChyrrsT and his Apoſtles. A general 
knowledge of thoſe is ſo neceſſary to 
our right underſtanding the facred vrit- 
ings, in which one or other of them 
are conſtantly alluded to, that this work 
would have been imperfect without it; it 
is therefore prefixed, by way of Ix r Ro- 
DUCTION. In compiling this brief ſketch, 
the writer acknowledges himſelf indebted 
not only to the valuable works of Gop- 
WIN, PALDEAUX, CALMET, and STACK=- 

| * HOUSE, 


Ce. 2 2 . 
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| lations, with which this tle 2 is COR 


. 


nousx, but to the” vary 35 Syſtem 
of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory by Mr. Chan- 


Gottingen. 
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cellor Mosnzim, of the Univerſity of 


To the ſame friend the editor is alſo 
indebted for the ſhort Analyſis, or Key, 
to the Prophecies contained in the Reve- 


cluded. 
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INTRODUCTION. 
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I. 
OF THE JEWISH SECTS, 
oR | 
PARTIES ALLUDED TO 1N THE GOSPELS. 


I. 
OF THE CHRISTIAN SECTS, | 

6 OR 
.HERESIES ALLUDED TO IN THE EPISTLES. 
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PARTIES ALLUDED 10 IN THE GOSPELS. 


THE PHARISEES. | | 
HE PuaRISEES were a ſect among the 
Jews, that had ſabfiſted' at leaſt above 
a century and half before the appearance of 
our Saviour. They affected the moſt profound 
regard for the Law of God, and the ſacred 
Books; but for the interpretation of tkem, 
and the manner in which they were to be 
| obeyed, they depended chiefly upon traditional 
accounts. Theſe tradiuons incumbered religion 
with a thouſand frivolous obſetFances, which 
drew off the mind from the more important 
matters of the law; and made men look upon 
themſelves as holy and acceptable to God, not 
ſo much from their moral conduc, and ob- 
ſervance of divine inſtitutions, as from their 
conformity to certaſa modes and punctilios of 
mere human invention, introduced among 
them under pretence of being the Traditions * 
of the Elders. Hence their more than ordi- 
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nary ſtrictneſs in wearing the PUYLACTERT, 


and fingularity i in enlarging the BORDERS or 
FRINGEsS of their garments.> Hence their 
ſuperſtition about the Sabbath, as if it had 


been unlawful on that day te walk in the 


fields, or to pluck the ears of corn, or to cure 
the ſick, or to aid one's neighbour. Hence 
too their peculiar zeal and pretence to purity, 
in the demureneſs with which they faſted, the 
exactneſs with which they paid their tithes, 
the oftentation with which they prayed, per- 
forming that duty not only aloud, but in the 


moſt public turniags of the ftreets; the ardour 
with which they encompaſſed ſea and land to 


make proſelytes or converts to their ſect; their 
frequent waſhing, not only of themſelves, but 
of their veſtments and utenſils; and their hol- 


ding at adiftance, or ſeparating themſelves not 
only from Pagans, but from all ſuch Jews as 


complied not with their peculiarities. To this 
laft circumſtance they ſeem to have owed the 
name of their feat; the word PuARISEE 


being derived from a verb in the H ebrew e 


[b] The PBYLACTIRI ES were little ſcrolls of parchment 


bound to their foreheads and wriſts, on which were written 


texts of Scripture, taken from Exod. xiii. 9. 16. and Deut. 
vi. 8. xi. 18. With regard to their BoRDERS and FRINGES, 


the reader will find the origin of _ — in Numb. 


xv. 5 Deut. xxii. 12. 


bel 110, Pharaſh, To divide. 
which 


nn C9 ow OS; OY 4 
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which ſignifies to DIVIDE or SEPARATE, 


This ſet, however, not only held the ſou! 


to be immortal, but had ſome notions of 


a reſurrection, believing that on ſome occa- 
fions the ſoul might again re-animate a body: 
Whence their conjectures about Chriſt upon 
his firſt appearance, that he was either John 


the Baptiſt, or Elias, or one of the old pro- 


phets; and hence too, notwithſtanding the 
violence with which they had oppoſed the 
perſonal miniſtry of Jeſus, that aptitude they 


2 
= diſplayed in after-times, beyond ſome of the 


other Jewiſh ſe&ts, to fall in with his Reve- 
lation. : 


THE SCRIBE S. 
Tux word SCRIBES, as that denomination 


occurs in the New Teſtament, appears to be 


the title not of any particular ſeq, diſtinguiſhed 


from all others as to their modes of practice, 


or belief; but a general term, applicable to all 
thoſe of whatever ſet, who made the Law of 
Moſes and the prophetical and ſacred books 
their peculiar ſtudy, fo as to become capable 
of commenting upon them, and thence of pub- 


== liclyinſtructing the People. This office ſeems, 


however, to have been confined to the deſcen- 
dants of Levi, who being very numerous, 
and not at all times engaged in the immediate 

"8:3 ſervice 


38 INTRODUCTION. 


ſervice of the temple, kad leiſure and oppor- 
tunity enough to qualify themſelves for this 
duty, being unembarraſſed with ſecular em- 
ployments, and liberally provided for among 
all the other tribes. It appears indeed from 
the frequent mention that is made in the Goſpel 
of the Scribes and Phariſees in conjunction, that 
the greateſt number of Jewiſh Teachers or 

Dottars of the Law, d ſor theſe are expreſſions 
equivalent to Sc RI BE, were at that time of the 
Phariſaical fect. In the Old Teſtament, ve 
meet with the term SCRIBE in a ſecular ſenſe, 
as denoting ſometimes a ſecretary of ſtate, e 
ſometimes a principal clerk in a court of judi- 
cature,f and fometimes a commiſſary or muſter- 
maſter in the army;8 and altho' it is probable 
that a duly-qualified man belonging to any of 
the other tribes might be admitted into any of 
theſe employments, yet the ſuperior opportu- 
nity that the deſcendants of Levi enjoyed for 
all ſorts of literary improvements, renders it 
likely that they were generally preferred, 
eſpecially in ancient "Wiles, even to theſe 
departments. 


[d] So the original word mould have been rende red, where 
in our tranſtation it is Sn hy Tas by the modern 
term, LAWYERS. 

[e] 2 Sam. viii. 17. XX. 25. 
[ Matt. ii. 4. 1 Maccab. v. 42. 
Ls] 2 Chron. xxvi. 11. 2 Kings xxv. 19. 


333 
3 


r 5 
8 
E 
1 
F 


— * Tg 
17 „ de We g ” * q : j ; 
* „% ͤ 1 Eng. ag EP n * 
C ROS AN Me INN es 
aer“ * 5 2 5 
. 88 n Ds 4 


JEWISH S ECTS. 19 


r A e 8 OILS 


Tux moſt ancient ſedt among the lese 
that of the SaDDVEEES. This name may 
either be derived from the Hebrew word 


SEDEC, which ſignifies JUSTICE; or from a 


certain teacher among the Jews called Sa o. 


The former ſeems to have been the origin of 


tlie appellation; according to the account of 
the Sadducees themſelves; the latter, according 


to the account given of them by the Phariſees 
in the Talmud. If we admit the former de- 
rivation, it aſſigns no fixed date of the antiquity 

of this ſect; if the latter, it aſcertains their 
riſe to have been but a few years before that 
of the Phariſees. But be this as it may,- the- 
Sadducees ſeem to have been originally ſtricg 
adherents to the Mofaic inftitution, and to 
the Canonical books, only interpreting them 
in the moſt literal ſenſe, and rejecting all other 
explications. The ſuperior eſtimation in which 
they held the Pentateuch, or writings of Moſes, 
to all other compoſitions in the ſacred collec- 
tion, gave riſe in all probability to the report 
of their adverſaries, that they entirely rejected 


the authority of the reſt: and the doubts they 


entertained about à future ſtate, a doctrine 
not clearly revealed in the writing of Moſes; 
and about any appearance of angels or ſpirits 
among men, ſince the TY of the Jewiſh 
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Canon; ſeem to have at firſt given a handle fe 
the Phariſees of rendering them ſuſpected of 
irreligion, which in all probability was after- 
wards confirmed by men of looſe principles 
ſheltering themſelves under their name. This 
however is certain, that at the time of our 
Saviour this ſect is reputed to have held doc- 
trines that were thoroughly impious.h For 


they are ſaid to have denied the reſurrection of 


the dead, the being of angels, and all nes 


of the ſpirits or ſouls of men departed. 


was their opinion, that there is no = 
Being but God only ; that as to man, this 


World is his all; that, at his death, body and 


ſoul die together never to live more; and 
that, therefore, there is no future reward nor 
puniſhment. They acknowledged that God 
made this world by his power, and governs it 
by his providence; and, for the carrying on 


puniſhments, but that they do not extend be- 
yond this world. In a word, they ſeem to 
have been Epicureans in all reſpects, excepting. 
only that they allowed that God made the 


world by his power, and governs it by his 


providence. At the ſame time that they held 
theſe looſe notions, they are ſaid to have had a 
bigoted attachment to the law of Moſes ; and, 
whether it proceeded from this, or their con- 
In] Vide Prideaux. ſidering 
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ſidering our Saviour as a ſeditious perſon, they 
ſoon joined with the Phariſees in bringing 
Chriſt and his diſciples to death; for Caiaphas, 
who was of this ſeQ, and who was High-prieft 


of the Jews at that time, was he who con- 
= cemned Jeſus to be crucified 3 and Ananus the 
= younger,i another of this ſeQ, put to death St. 


James 5 the brother of our Lord. 


THE BERODIANS. 


Or the HERODIANS we meet with nothing 


among ancient writers, except in the New 
Teſtament itſelf ; where alſo mention is made 
of certain GaLILKANS, whoſe blood Pilate 
mingled with their ſacrifices, and who are de- 
{cribed elſewhere in the New Teftament as 
having made an inſurreRion againſt the govern- 


ment, and are called Murderers, or Sicarii.* 


The learned Calmet takes an opportunity 
hence of imputing to thoſe called Herodians 


= whatever was done by theſe Galilzans, and 


thinks they were called HtroDlans, by 
the other Jews, becauſe Galilee at that 
time was under the command of HzRoDp, 
ſurnamed AN TIPAS. But when we reflect 
that this inſurredtion happened long before 


{i} Son of Annas the High- prieſt, mentioned in the Goſpel; 
who is alſo called Ananus, by Joſephus. 


{k] Ads xxi. 38. See a further account of this Se, or | 


Party, p. 39, under the name of GaulAxITES· 


Bg 


.c 
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Chriſt entered upon his public miniſtry, even 
as early as the Ioth year of his age, when the 
Inſurgents were entirely routed, and the party . 
diſperſed ; whereas the Herodians are men- 
tioned as ſtill flouriſhing at the very time 
when Chriſt was employed in his miſſion; we 
cannot forbear aſſenting to the judicious con- 
jectures of Dr. Prideaux and others, who look 
upon .the Herodians not as a religious ſect, 
but a political party, who began to grow 
eminent in the days of Herod the” Great, as 
favouring his claims, and thoſe of his patrons 
the Romans, to the ſovereignty of Judea. 
Some of theſe, no doubt, might be weak 
enough to imagine, that Herod was the Meſ- 
ſiah, or wicked enough to pretend that the 
did, in order to ſerve his cauſe; and would 
be ready to vindicate his conduct, when, they 
better to pay his court to the Romans, he 
conſecrated temples to ſome of their falſe a6. 
ties. And this party having begun in the time 
of Herod the Great, may well be ſuppoſed to 
have continued long afterwards in favour and 
power, by the indulgence of the Herods, and 
inflyence of the Romans. That Leaven there- 
fore of theirs, againſt which our Saviour 
warns his hearers, ! muſt in this cate have been, 
either their falſe conceptions of the Meſſiah, 


0e 


or their pliantneſs and conformit y to 1dol-wor- 
| 8 #57 * 2 


* or both. 
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THE: CHRISTIAN SECTS, 
OR 


HERESIES ALLUDED TO IN THE EPIST LFS. 


H E N the religion of Jeſus be egan to be 
ſpread abroad in the world, it had not 


1 to ſtruggle with avowed aer are 


ſuch as the Jew and the PICA by, whom! 
its profeſſors were expoſed to all manner of, 
external diſgrace and calamities ; ;. but it had to 
ſupport itſelf in its native purity, dignity, and 
excellence, againſt the corrupt doctrines which 
many of thoſe, whom it received into its com 


L munity had brought with tkem from the Jewiſh 


or Pagan ſyſtems ; for under theſe two dend 


minations were all mankind at that time includ 
ed; and both ſo very corrupt, as to be far 
more capable of imparting infection, than of 


becoming, pure. | 2 
VM 031346 16 +9205 7 „ e 


13 3 ; by 12 ; * +; 43 vs A 
x . &: © * 4.4 i uh. 4 i 480 #34: d * x | 43 H4 


131 ' 4 


Or the Jews 7 5 decke Chriſtians, there 
were, beſides ſuch as had been of the aer 
the PUARISEES, &c. others that had imbibed » 
the particular opinion of the Esskls ang the 
GAVLANIEES. OY os OY OO II 
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24. INTRODUCTION. _ 
THE ESSENES. 


remote antiquity. They might take their riſe 
from that diſperſion of their nation, which 
happened after their being carried captive into 
Babylon. The principal character of this ſect 

was, that they choſe retirement, were ſober, 
were induſtrious: had all things in common; 
Paid the higheſt regard to the moral precepts 
of the law, but neglected the ceremonial, any 
farther than what regarded bodily clean- 
lineſs, the obſervation of the Sabbath, and 
making an annual preſent to the Temple at 
Jeruſalem. They never aſſociated with wo- 
men, nor admitted them into their retreats; 


ſupporting and enlarging their ſociety, by 
rearing, breeding, educating, and inſtructing 
other men's children, as if they had been 


they, were in general averſe to ſwearing; or to 


initiated among them, to the obſervance of 
piety juſtice, fidelity, and modeſty ; to con- 
, ceal the ſecrets of the fraternity, preſerve the 
boaks of their inſtructors, and with great care 


them in all — the — alludes, 
when 


Tax EssENEs ſeem to have been of a very 
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but gladly embraced every fair opportunity of 


their own. By the moſt ſacred vows, though 


requiring an oath, they bound all whom they 


commemorate the names of the angels. To 
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when he inveighs againſt thoſe who forbid to 
marry, who command to abſtain from meats, 
and who, -through a voluntary humility, pay 
worſhip to angels. Bat a more particular deſ- 
cription of theſe errors the reader will find 
below in the account of the ft Epiſtle to Ti- 
mothy. | 

5 THE GAULANITES. 

Tux GAULANITES were Galilæans, who 
had this name given them from one Judas 
Theudas, a native of GavLan, in upper Ga- 
| Hlee;z who, in the 1oth year of Jeſus Chriſt, 

which was the laſt of Auguitus, and ten years 
after the death of Herod the great, excited his 
countrymen the Galilæans, and many others 
of the Jews, to take arms and venture upon 
all extremities, rather than pay tribute to the 
Romans. The principles he infuſed into his 
party were, not only that they were a free 
nation, and ought to be in ſubjection to no 
other, but that they were the elect of God, 
that he alone was their governour, and that, 
therefore, they ought not to ſubmit to any 
ordinance of man. And though he was un- 
ſucceſsful, inſomuch that his party in their 
very firſt attempt, were intirely routed and . 
difperſed ; yet ſo deeply had he infuſed his 
own enthuſiaſm into their hearts, that they 


never reſted, till in their own deſtructĩon they 
involved 
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involved the city and temple. To this wild 
and fanatic party ſeem to be addreſſed many 
of thoſe paſſages in the New Teſtament, 
wherein obedience to magiſtracy IS lo Dieu 
and rationally inculcated. 


THE. NAZAREENS. 


The Phariſees ſeem to have compoſed the 
chief body of thoſe Chriſtian converts, who 
In the earlier times were diſtinguiſhed by the 


little into the real ſpirit and genius of it, that 
they were ſtill fond of the beggarly elements 
and carnal ordinances of the Ceremonial Law. 
To repreſs this their inordinate ſuperſtition, 
ſeems to have been the intention of the feve- 
nity with which the Law is treated in the 


ſion is exclaimed againſt, but we are taught to 
let no man judge us with regard to meats or 


drinks, or the obſervance of holy-days, or of 


a Thadow of things to come, whereof Chriſt 
is the ſubſtance. ! 1 0. 


1 - ' N 
9 Ci 4 


[1] see col. H. 16, ce. 5 


appellation of NAZz ARE ENS. Theſe, though 
they embraced Chriſtianity, yet entered ſo 


Apoſtolic writings, where not only circumei- 


the new moon, or of the fabbath ; which were 
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II. 
THE CNOSTICS be 
Or the GENTILES who were converted to 
Chriſtianity, the moſt dangerous and pernici- 
ous kind were thoſe who were infected with 
the EGYPTIAN PHILOSOPHY ; a ſyſtem, as it 


was then taught, intirely chimerical and ab- 


ſurd. The Chriſtians of this ſort aſſumed to 
themſelves the name of Gnogr1Cs ; ;.a word of 
Greek derivation, implying a Knowledge ſu- 


perior to that of other men. This es. does 


not occur in the New Teſtament ; but 
THE NICOLAITANS, , 
of whom mention is made in the Apocalypſe of 
St. Johnm, ſeem to have been of the GNOS TI 
lect ; as were alſo ; 
lux CERINTHIANS; | 
for moſt of the errors n maintained by Cx RIN- 


Thus, and oppoſed in the goſpel of St. John, 


may be derived from the ſame ſource. 


WuxN we ſay the Gentile converts were 
chiefly liable to the GN OoSTHe infection, we 
muſt not be underſtood to exclude thoſe of 
the Jewiſh race, many of whom were tainted 


ra) PR this Sea deſcribed in a Note to Revelations. 
([a] See 115 deſcribed! at hn in the account of st. Joba's 
e e 2.63 eee 
with 
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with it, but they ſeem to have derived it t from 
the Eſſenes.“ 


THE EGYPTIAN PHI LOSOPHERS. 


The maintainers of this philoſophy held, 
that the ſupreme Being, though infinitely per- 
fect and happy, was not the creator of the 
univerſe, nor the only independent being : 
for, according to them, Matter too was eter- 
nal. The ſupreme Being, who refides in the 
immenſity of ſpace, which they called Plero- 
ma, or fulneſs, produced from himſelf, ſay 
they, other immortal and ſpiritual natures, 
ſtiled by them Aors, p who filled the reſidence 
of the Deity with beings ſimilar to themſelves. 


higher regions, others in the lower. Thoſe 
in the lower regions were nigheſt to the place 
of matter, which originally was an inert and 
formleſs maſs, till one of them, without any 
commiſſion from the Deity, and merely to ſhew 
his own dexterity, reduced it into form and 
order, and enlivened ſome parts of it with 
animal ſpirit. The Being who atchieved all 


{0] See the account of the 1. Epiſtle to Timothy, &c. 


Ip! Zen in Greek, properly fignifies the Age of man, but 
having been employed by philoſophers to expreſs the duration 
of ſpiritual and invifible beings, the Beings themſelves were 
9 figaratively called _— or Dusmions, CC. 


this, 


Of theſe beings, ſome were placed in the 
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| this, they called. the DEM bos. But ſuck. 
was the perverſeneſs of matter, that, when 


brought into form, it was the ſource of all 
evil. The ſupreme Being, therefore, never 
intended to have given it a form; but as that 


had been now done, he, in order to prevent 
miſchief as much as poſſible, added to the 
animal ſpirit of many of the enlivened parts, 
The parts to whom rational 
powers were thus given, were. the original 


rational powers. 


Parents of the human race; the other ani- 


mated parts, were the brute-creatien. Un- 
= luckily, however, the inter poſition of the 
fupreme Being was in vain; for the Demiur- 
gus grew ſo aſpiring, that he ſeduced men 


from their allegiance to the ſupreme Being, 
and diverted all their devotion to himſelf. 


Tusk are the out-lines of this phantaſtie 
| philoiophy. 
it, when adapted to Chriſtianity, were theſe. 


The corruptions flowing from 


They held that the God of the Jews was 
the DEmiuRGUus; 
ſubvert the power and dominion of this 
Demiungus, JE SVs, one of the "celeſtial 
ons, was ſent by the ſupreme Being, to 
enter into the body of the man CHRIS T, 


in the ſhape of a dove; that Chrift, by his 


Iq] i. e. The operator, axtificer, or workman. 


miracles 


that to overthrow and 
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30 INTRODUCWOWTUN 
mĩrucles and ſufferirigs; ſubverted the kingdom 
oh: the DEMIURGUs ; but when he came to 
ſuffer, the Eon Jeſus carried along with 
himſelf the ſoul of Chriſt, and left behind upon 

the eroſs, only his body and animal ſpirit: 
that the Old Teſtament ought to be rejected, 
as having been the means whereby the DEM I- 
vRG us ſupported his influence among men; 

that the ſerpent who deceived Eve, opght to 
be honoured, for endeavouring to reſcue men 
from their ſlavery to. the DENMIuRO US; and 
finally, that we ought not to marry, or pro- 
create children, becauſe, in ſo doing, we _ 


nerate matter, which is the ſource of all evil! 
and that there is no reſurreQtion of the body, J 1 
becauſe the body is material. ; 
AcaNsr this philoſophy, and not ws be | 
true ſcience of any kind, are all thoſe texts of 
the New Teſtament levelled, which ſeem to 
arraign philoſophy. This is that philoſophy 
which is there deſcribed: as vain, deceitful, tra- A 
ditionary, formed upon the rudiments of the 1 
world, and not after Chriſt. Theſe are the 1 
profane and old wives fables; the endleſs ge- 
nealogies, vain babblings, and oppoſition of RR 
ſcience falſely ſo called, which we are to re- 
ject, and not to give heed to. And of theſe 1 | 
Sophiſts, or Gnoſtics, as they called them- 
* the Apoſtles write, when they ſay, 1 
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cc There | are certain men erepti in unawares, 

ce who were before of old ordained to this con- 

« demnation ; ungodly men, turning the grace 

cc of our God into laſcivioufnelſs, and denying 

« the only Lord God, and our Lord Jeſus 

« Chriſt.” And again, «Now if Chriſt be 

<« preached that he roſe from the dead, how: 
* ſay ſome among you, har there fnonclugys 

erection Aide dende 1 18% 54 bis ae 


02 Jude 411 bl Cor. v.12. 450. 
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Zo ikis INTRODUCTION may not improperly Ve 
fu>joined a' ſhort ABSTRACT of the CHRO- 
NOLOGY / Our Lord's Public Miniſtry, as 
propoſed by Sir Isaac NEWTON, and ſome 
other Critics, who make it to have laſted Five 
Paſſovers : But the more general opinion is, that 
it only continued Three Years, and was in- 


cluded i in Four Pa efſovers. 


* is here copied from Mr. BowyzR's Con- 
JECIURES. on the New Te lament, &c. 
SvO. 1772, @ work equally learned and 
curious. See his Preface, page xxxi. 
where this Chronology is defended and il. 
luftrated. | 
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4 CHRONOLOGY 


K or = | 
CHRIST' s PUBLIC MINISTRY. 


The Fifteenth of Tiberius began Aug. 19, 
in the year 4742, of the Julian Period. — 
(Tiberius's reign began Aug. 19, An. J. P. 
4727- A. D. 14.) So ſoon as winter was 
over, and the weather became warm enough, 
John began to baptize. Luke iii. 1. (Sup- 
poſe in March.) 


A. D. Tib. The FIRST PASSOVER, John i n. 
31. 16-17. 33. Wedneſday Mar. 28, after 
Chriſt's baptiſm, (which was, 
we may ſuppoſe, in September, 
the 17th of Tiberius not be- 
ginnipg till Aug. 19.); he came 
into Judea; ſtaid baptizingthere 
while John was baptizing in 
Anon, John iii. 22, 23. 


John caſt into priſon in November. 
About the time of the winter 
Solſtice (in December,) four 
months before the harveſt, J. C. 
went thro' Samaria into Cana 
of Galilee, Matt. iv. 12. A No- 
bleman of Capernaum went to 
him there, and deſired he would 85 
5 come 


CHRIST'S MINISTRY. * 22 


A D. Tib. come and heal his Son. He 
did not go, but ſaid, Go, 
ce thy ſon liveth.“ John iv. 
After ſome time there, he paſſed 
thro'the midſt of the people, and 
dwelt in Capernaum, Luke iv. 
32. 17-18. The SECOND PASSOVER, Mon- 
day, Apr. 14. He called Pe- 
ter, Andrew, James and John: 
Preached the Sermon on the 
Mount, Matt. v; whither mul- 


— 


ruſalem, where he had been at 

the Feaſt. When the winter 

was coming on, He went to the 

feaſt of TABERKNACLEs inSept. 

| Matt. viii. 19, 23. Lu. ix. 5 1, 57 

He went about the villages of Ga- 

lilee, teaching in their Syna- 

gogues, and wor king many mi- 

racles, Matt. ix. Sent forth the 

twelve, Matt. x. Received a 
meſſage from John the Baptiſt. 

Upbraided the cities of Chora- 

zin, Bethſaida, and Capernaum, 

becauſe they repented not, Matt. 

xi. which ſhews there was a 

_ conſiderable time from the im- 


priſonment of John till now. 
The 
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A. D. Tib. The THIRD PasSOVER, Friday, 
32. 2819. Apr. 3. After which the diſciples 


4 
> 


going through the corn fields, 
rubbed the ears in their hands,. 
Matt. xii. Luke vi. 1. Sete cow, 
Con the ſecond prime Sabbath,” 


that is, the ſecond of the two 
great feaſts of the paſſover; as 
we ſay, Low SUNDAY. 
He healed a man on the ſabbath- 


day, Matt. xii. 9. Luke vi. 6. 


The Phariſees conſulted to deſtroy 


him,when he withdrew himſelf. 
Matt. x11. 14. | 


He ſpake in a ſhip three par ables, 


one of the ſeedſmen ſowing the 
fields, Matt. xiii; whence we 
may infer it was now ſeed time; 
andthat the feaſt of theTaberna- 
cles, in Sept. or Oct. was paſt. 


He went into his own country,and 


taught in the Synagogues ; but 
did not any mighty work, be- 
cauſe of their unbelief. The 
Twelve returned, having been 
abroad a year, and told him of 


John's being beheaded. He de- 
parted privately in a ſhip to 

Bethſaida. Fed five thouſand in 
5 3 the 


hd } rr &@ 


3 0 1 wy 
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A the deſert, Matt. xiv. Lüke ix. 


John vi. 4. 


33. 19-20. The FOURTH PASSOVER, Friday, 


34. 20. 


Apr. 23. John vi. 4. to which 


He went not up, John vil. I. 


Hencetoiward he was found on 
the coaſt of Tyre and Sidon; 
then by the ſea uf Galilee, next 
on the coaſt of Cæſarea Philippi, 
and laſtly at Capernaum, Matt. 
xv. 21, 29. Xvi. 3. xvii. 34. Went 
privately to the Feaſt of Taber- 
nacles in Autumn, John vii. 2. 
The Jews thought to ſtone him, 
but he eſcaped, John viii. 59. 


- Went to the Feaſt of Dedication 


in Winter, John x.22. The Jews 
ſeeking to kill him, he fled be- 


yond Jordan, John x. 39, 40. 


Matt. xix. 1. On the death of 
Lazarus came to Bethany, John 
X1. 7, 18. Walked no more 
openly, but retired to Ephraim, 
a City in the wilderneſs, till 


The F1FTH and LAST PASSOVER, 
Wedneſday, Apr. 13. John xi. 


5$3—55-. In the Conſulſhip of 


Fabius and Vitellius. 
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NEW TESTAMENT. 


+F HE eds Wr which Chriſtians 

| receive as divinely inſpired, are called in 
general SCRIPTURE, or THE SCRIPTURES, 
a word which literally ſignifies WRITING, or 
Tak WRriTiNGs. This Title often occurs 
in the New Teſtamente, and was commonly 
applied in the time of our Saviour to denote 
the books Teceived by the Jews as the rule of 
faith: it has fince been extended to the writ- 
ings of the Apoſtles 4 and Evangelifts, as 
compleating the whole of divine revelation ; ſo 
that the writings of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment are indiſcriminately called by Chriſtians, 
by way of diſtinction, SCRIPTURE, or Tax 
SCRIPTURES. 


The whole collection of theſs feral writings 
is called the BIBLE : This word originally 


"26 2 Tim. iii. 16. Luke i iv. al. 
Id) 2 Pet. iii. 16. 


c e ſignifies 


38 A KEY TO T H E 


ſignifies Book, and is given to the writings of 
the Prophets and Apoſtles by way of eminence. 
Theſe collectively are called the Book, or 
BIBLE, the Book of Books, as ſuperior in 
excellence to all others in the world. 

Tas holy Scriptures are divided into the 
Orp and NEW TESTAMENT. The former 
contains the books written under the Old 
Diſpenſatidn of the Law of Moſes ; the latter 
. thoſe publiſhed under the New Diſpenſation 
of the Goſpel, _ 
_ Tus Ngw TxSTAMENT (containing the 
infpired books written after Chriſt's aſcenſion 
into heaven) is intitled in Greek H KAINH 
 ALAOHKH, a title which was early borrowed by 
the Church from Scripture,* and authorized 
by St. Paul himſelf. f | 

Ta1s title, according to the paſſages of 
Scripture whence it is taken, ſhovid be render- 
ed CovENANT. And in this view, Tas 
NEW CovENaNT fignifies, A Book con- 
„ taining the terms of the new Covenant 
cc between God and Man.” But according to 
the meaning of the Primitive Church, which 
beſtowed. this title, it is not altogether impro- 
perly rendered New TESTAMENT; as being 
that wherein the Chriſtian's inheritance is 


fe} Matt. xxvi. 28. Gal. iii. 17. Heb. vill, 8. ix. 15, 20. 


2 Cor. i 14. | . | 
* ; I 5 ſealed 
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ſealed to him+as a ſon and heir of God, and 
wherein the death of Chriſt as a teſtator 8 is 


related at large, and applied to our benefit. 


As this title implies that in the Goſpel unſpeak- 
able gifts are given, or bequeathed to us ante- 


cedent to all conditions required of us; the 
title of TESTAMENT may be retained, altho' 
that of CovENANT is moſt exact and proper. 

Tus ſacred writings of the New Teſtament 


are all handed down to us in the Greek Lan- 
guage, which was that moſt generally under- 


ſtood at the time they were written, and are 
part Hiſtorical, part Epiſtolary, and part Pro- 
phetical.b Of the former are, 
THE FOUR GOSPELS, 
THE word EYATTEAION EYANGELTUN 


(Gos PEL) ſignifies in Greek authors any joyful 


tidings,and is exactly anſwerable to our Engliſh 
word Goſpel, which is derived from the Saxon 
words God( good), and Spel, (ſpeech or tidings.) 
In the New Teſtament this term is confined to 
« The glad tidings of the actual coming of 
ce the Meſſiah ;” and is even oppoſed to the 
prophecies concerning Chriſt, (Rom. 1. 1, 2.) 
So in Matt. xi. 5. our Lord ſays, © The Poor 
( have the Goſpel preached to them: i. e. 


The coming of the Meſſiah is preached to the 


Poor. Hence the Church gave the name of 


£8] Heb. ix. 16, 17. (h] Vis. Revelations 
| &2 Golpels 


& KEY TO THE 


coming of the Meſſiah, with all its joyful 
cumſtances, are recorded. 


* x "# Z E 


OF TRE 
HISTORICAL BOOKS, 


according to Mr. MicHatLis. 


For the Uſe of Churches every where. 


[250551208 


Goſpels to the Lives of C thrift, that is, to thoſe 
Jacred hiſtories wherein the good news of the 


cir- 


Tux Chronological Order of theſe ſacred 
narratives, according to the moſt eminent critics 
who have conſidered this ſubject, is as follows. 


5 With the Places when and where written, 


—S ie; A. D. 
Sr. MATTHEW. | JuDEA, or near it. 61 
In Hebrew, for the Uſe of the een, | 
ST. Manx. ROME. | "Ot. 
For the Uſe of the Romans who underſtood 
not Hebrew. 
Sr. Lux : ALEXANDRIA. 63 or 64 
For the Uſe of the Gentile Chriſtians in 
Egypt, Greece, &c. | 
| Sr. Jonx. Exrnksus. 69 
; 0 refute the Errors of Cerinthus and the 
-1 | Gnoftics, 
The A<E15 by ST. es. ALEXANDRIA, 63 or 64 


Da. 
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the moſt part in theſe dates, &c. only the latter 
thinks St. MaTTauEgw's Goſpel was writ in 
Greek about A. D. LXIV; that St. Mark's 


was alſo penned the ſame year; and that St. 


LuxE's Goſpel and Acts of the Apoſtles were 


_ firſt publiſhed in GREECE. — Dr. Mill thinks 
St. Joux's Goſpel was written ſo late as the 


year XGV11, not long before his death. 


Ir is the general opinion of theſe and almoſt 
all other Critics, that the firſt three Evangeliſts 
had not ſeen each other's Goſpels, when they 
compoſed their own, except St. Mark, who 
is allowed to have abridged that of St. 
Marrußw: But an ingenious writer i has 
lately compared the ſeveral Goſpels together 


in the original language, and thinks he hath 


_ diſcovered ſtrong internal proots of the con- 


trary : he has therefore offered a new arrange- 


ment according to the following table. 


* 


Ii] Dr. Owen. See his Obſervations on the Four Gehen. 


vo. 1764. 
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Of the Times, Places, and Occaſions of writing 
the Goſpels, according to Dr. OwEN. 


' Goſpels. Plwkw⸗aces. 5 A. D. 

Sr. MATTHEW'S JERUSALEM. about 38 
For the Uſe of the Jewiſh Converts, 

Sr. Loks CoR IX about 53 
For the Uſe of the Gentile Converts. 

Sr. MARR's Roms. | about 63 
For the Uſe of Chriftians at large. : 

ST, Jonx's Frnksous. about 69 


To confute the Ceringhian and other Hereſies. 


Tuls ingenious writer thinks, St. Mar- 
EW wrote his Goſpel for the uſe of the 
Churches at Paleſtine, then compoſed of Jewiſh 
converts, and adapted it to the condition of the 
times, and the nature of their circumſtances. 

© WEN the Gentiles were admitted into the 
Chriſtian Church, St. Luk E; as the exigence 
of their ſtate required, ſtrengthened their faith 
by another Goipel, accommodated to their 
ſpecial uſe. „ 


Ck} This and the Date of St. Luke's Goſpel are controverted 
in the following Pages: however, the general Arrangement 
may be allowed to _ hene. 


cc AN 
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« Ap when the invidious diſtinétion be- 
tween Jew and Gentile had well nigh ceaſed, 


St. Marx, wiſely rejecting the many peculi- 


aritiae of theſe two Goſpels, compacted a third 


% 


out of their moſt important contents, for the 


benefit and inſtruction of Chriſtians at large. 


64 AND afterwards, when the Church was 


infeſted by Heretics, St. Joux undertook to 


confute their errors from the life and con- 


verſation of Chriſt: which produced the laſt 
of theſe Goſpels; and afforded the author an 


opportunity of relating ſeveral remarkable 


things Which had been omitted by his on ede- 


cables?” 


« Tuks E ſour Goſpels, he thinks, form 
one complete SYSTEM oF PIVINITY: and 


if we read them in the order they are here 


placed in, we ſhall find them improving on 


one another, and yet, all conſpiring to one 


end, to a perfect repreſentation of reveale4 


Religion. Each of the authors conſulted the 
writings of his Predeceſſors; and either by 
the addition of fatts—explanation of terms 
or confirmation of docrine, contributed ſome- 
thing to the common ſtock and the general in- 
ſtruction of Chriſtians. They likewiſe quoted 


each other's words, and thereby recommended 


each other's hiſtories; by which means they 


Ca became 


* 


became not only mutual youchers for the truth 
of theſe genuine Goſpels, but at the ſame time 
joint-oppoſers of all thoſe ſpurious ones that 
were impiouſſy obtruded upon the world. St. 
Lu xE by his quotations referred his readers to 
the Goſpel of St. MaTTuxzw. St. MARE 


again referred to both the former. And all 


three were approved of by St. Foun and ap- 
pointed to be, read in Churches. And after- 
wards when he wrote his own, 1t was uſhered 
into the world with the knowledge, approba- 
tion, and perhaps teſtimony of all the Aſiatic 
biſhops. Thus was the whole Evangelic Hif- 


tory finally cloſed, and the Evangelical Canon 


eſtabliſhed upon the firmeſt ground, and by the 


moſt venerable authority.” 


— 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING 
0 T. MATTHEW. 


== Goſpel was written before ths 
other .three. The author of it was an 


eye-witneſs of moſt of the the fats he relates, 
— been early called to the Apoſtolic Office 
by Chriſt himſelf. * Beſides the name of MaT= 
3 he had alſo that of LE VI, being the 
ſon of ALPHEUS; but not of that AL PHREUS 
or CLEO PHAS, who was the father of IAM ES, 
&c. b He was originally by profeſſion a Pub- 
lican, or collector of the Roman taxes: His 
office conſiſted in gathering the cuſtoms of ſuch 
commodities as came by the ſea of Galilee, 
and in receiving tribute from ſuch. paſſengers . 
as went by water. This lucrative poſt he chear- 
fully quitted for the ſake of Chriſt, to whom 
he became a faithful attendant and eye- witnefs 


of all his miracles. 

In what year St. Matthew wrote his Goſpel 
is not agreed by. ancient writers; ſome dating 
** in the year of Chriſt xL1, others in ZLIz, 


[a] See Matt. ix. 9. Mark ti. 14. 


{d] Matt. x. 3. is 


46 1 OF THE GOSPEL 


and bihers 8 the years LxI and LXIV. 
This laſt account is gathered from Irenæus, 
and is what the moſt judicious Modern 
Critics e are inclined to prefer; not only as 
Irenæus was the moſt ancient of thoſe who” 
have given, the circumſtance of time, but for 
other reaſons. The Hebrews ſuffered about 
that time a heavy perſecution, which almoſt 
drove them to apoſtacy, and obliged St. Paul 

to write his Epiſtle to them. In theſe circum- 

| Nances nothing could be of more expediency 
and uſe to chew; than a hiſtory of the miracles 
and reſurredtion of Chriſt. It is moſt probable 


therefore that both this Goſpel and the Epiſtle 
to the Hebrews were written with the ſame 


view, to preſerve the Chriſtians of Judea in 


| the faith. 

Acarn, this Goſpel contains ſeveral plain 
predictions of the miſeries and defolation' of 
Jeruſalem, and of the overthrow of the Tem- 
ple, &c. beſides many other figurative intima- 
tions of the ſame thing, which could not ſafely 
be publiſhed to all the world in writing, till 
towards the concluſion of the Jewiſh ftate. 

AN ingenious writer d has lately propoſed 
a much earlier date of St. MaTtTHEiw's Gol- 


fc] MICHAELIS is for the year Ms. | LAKDNER is for 64. 
See alſo BaSNAGE, &c. 


fd) Dr Owen. See his Obſervations on the Four Goſpels, 
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OF s. MATTHEW. ap 


pe. He indeed thinks that it was writ in a 
time of perſecution, for the Uſe of the Jews: 
but then he ſuppoſes it was in that firſt perſe-⸗ 
cution which raged in Paleſtine after the death 
of the Martyr Stephen; 3 about the year of 
Chriſt Xxx V11T, in the ſecond year of the Em- 
peror Caligula. 


THERE, is however a capital objection to 
this very early date; and that is, the great 
clearneſs with which the comprehenſive deſign 
of the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, as extending 
to the whole Gentile world, is unfolded in this 


Goſpel. Whereas it is well known and allowed 


by all, that for a while our Lord's Diſeiples 
laboured under Jewiſh prejudices; and that 
they did not fully underſtand all his diſcourſes e 
at the time they were ſpoken. They could not 
clearly diſcern the extenſive deſign of the Goſ- 
pel ſcheme, till after St. Peter had been at the 
houſe of Cornelius, and there received Gen- 
tile converts into the Church without circum- 
eiſion; f nor indeed till after the Goſpel had. 
been preached abroad in foreign countries by 
St. Paul and other apoſtles. 
Now if we turn to St. Matthew's Goſpel, 

we every where find the enlarged views of his 


e] Vide John xvi. 12— 14; and other paſſages. 


[f] Ads, Ch. x. This Event is placed by Chronologiſts 


about the year 39. 
aivine 


a, 


THE GOSPETE 
divine Matter repreſented in too clear a man- 
ner to admit æ doubt that the writer was ig- 
norant of their full tendency and meaning. 
Thus he ſhews that the Apoſtles were to teach 
all nations 8. He repreſents the ſpirituality 
and freedom of the Goſpel :h And that our 
_ "Saviour was deſigned to be a bleſſing to the 
Gentiles i. That the ſame Evangeliſt under- 
Rood the calling of the Gentiles and the rejec- 
tion of the Jews, may be inferred from ſeveral 
paſſages. k He had alſo a diſtint apprehen- 
fion of the extent of our Lord's Kingdom and 
the progreſs of his doctrine, when he record- 
ed thoſe parables in Chapter xiii. And it is 
probable he had ſome knowledge of the Goſ- 
pel's having been preached out of Judea, when 
he put down that declaration concerning the 
woman in Ch. xxvi. 13. 

THERE is alſo an expreffion uſed once or 
twice, intimating that ſome conſiderable ſpace 
of time had elapſed between the event and the 
time when this Goſpel was written. See 
Chap. xxvii. 8. and Chap. xxviii. 15.1 

ſz} Ch. xxviii. 19, | 

[h] Ch. xv. 10. 20. 

[1] Ch- ii. Ch. in. 9. EE, 

De] Ch. viii. 10. 12. Ch. xxi. 33. 46 Ch. xxii. 1. 14. 

[1] See this argument handled more at large by Dr. Lard- 
ner, Supplement, Ch. v. Vol. i. The ſame author has ſhown 
many advantages of the late publication of the Goſpel in his 
Credib. Vol. viii. p. 124. 137. | ? 
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OF S MATTHEW. 49 
WHoEVER weighs all theſe circumſtances 
will rather be inclined to fix the date of this 
Goſpel in the later perſecution of the Jewiſh 
Chriſtians of Paleſtine about the year SIXTY 
ONE, than in the more early one in THIRT Y- 
EIGHT. For it is the unanimous opinion of 


Antiquity, that 


„„ Sr. MaTTH Ew wrote his Goſpel 155 the 
ſervice of the Jews in Paleſtine m; with a view 
to confirm thoſe who believed, and to convert, 
_—_— poſſible, thoſe who believed not.” This 
opinion is ſupported by ſeveral paſſages of his 
Goſpel. Thus the Evangeliſt begins with the 
Genealogy of Chriſt from Abraham; which, 
agreeably to the Jewiſh cuſtom, he gives ac- 
cording to his LEGAL deſcent by Joſeph his 
ſuppoſed Father; deducing it down from 
Abraham through David, to ſhew his title to 
the Kingdom of Iſrael. Thus alſo he refers of- 
ten to Jewiſh cuſtoms ; relates the moſt of our 
Saviour's diſcourſes againft Jewiſh errors and 
ſuperſtitions a; quotes the greateſt number of 
paſſages from the Jewiſh Scriptures ; anſwers 
the moſt conſiderable Jewiſh objections; and 
frequently makes uſe of the terms and phraſes. 
of Jewiſh Theology. 


{ne} Origen, apud Euſeb. L. vi. c. 25. Hieron, & Theophy- . 
 lactin Mat,—Vide Dr. Owkx, paſiim. 


In] Ch. xxiii. 33. 


TRAT 
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Tuar this Evangeliſt wrote in a time of 
Perſecution, appears from the many uſefut 
leſſons which he gives to comfort and ſupport , 
the ſuffering Chriſtians; and to moderate, 
win over, or at leaſt deter, the perſecuting 
Jews. With regard to the Chriſtians, he in- 
forms them that their afflictions were no more 
than what they had been thought to expect, and 
had engaged to bear, when they embr aced 
the Goſpel o: That their ſufferings were uſe- 
ful to them as trials of their faith p: That a 
cowardly deſertion of the Goſpel would only 
expole them to greater calamities, and cut them 
off from the hopes of heavenq : That they might 
lawfully uſe means of preſervation, when con- 
fiſtent with innocence*®: That the oblervance 
of the rules of the Goſpel was an excellent 
means to ſoften the fury of their enemies e: 


And that it was better to ſuſſer mar tyrdom, 


than by any baſe compliance to incur Ow 8 
diſpleaſure t. EY | | 


O the other hand, with DEPT to the un- 
mercitul Jews, wag tries to often their preju- 


| ſo] ch. X- 21, 22, 34—36. Ch. xvi. Rk 

[p! Ch. v. 11. Ch. xxiv. 9—13. 

Ia] Ch. x. 28, 32, 33, 39. 

[r] Ch. x. 16, 17, 23. 

[3] Ch. v. 39. vii. 12, 24—27. Ch. v. . 19-20. 
[1 Ch. xvi. 2527s Ch. x. 28. | 


dices, 
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dies, and engage them in the practice of meek- 
neſs and charity'": To this end he inculcates 
the amiableneſs of a compaſſionate and bene- 
volent diſpoſition W: its advantages here, and 
rewards hereafterx. He reminds them of the 
Judgments inflicted on their fathers for the 
cruel treatment of the prophets, and that they 
might expect worſe if they- perſiſted in the 
ways of cruelty y: for that God, though long- 
ſuffering, would at laſt vindicate his eleét, 
and puniſh their oppreſſors with a general de- 


ſtruction 2. 


ST. MATTHEW 1s ſaid by ancient writers 
to have written his Goſpel originally in He- 
brew or Syriac; out of which it was early 
| tranſlated, either by himſelf, or ſome other 
Apoſtolic writer, into Greek, as being the 
more univerſal language. However, ſome 
judicious Critics among the moderns, by ex- 
amining the internal Structure of the Greek 
Text, have found reaſon to believe, that the 
ancients were miſtaken in this reſpect, and 


\ 


ſu] Ch. ix. 13. 
[w] Ch. v. 3—48. Ch. xviii. 23—35. 
[x] Ch. v. 5. 7. 9. Ch. x. 40-42. Ch. xvii. 23—35· Ch. v. 
21—26. Ch. xxv. 31—46. 
[y] Ch. xxiii. 27—39. Ch. x. 14, 18. 

Lz] Ch. xxiv. 1, &c. 


* v * 
— * 
„ that 
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that the Greek Copy 1 is not a verſion, but the 


original 


AFTER all, whether the preſent Goſpel was 


the original or the tranſlation, it is agreed on 
all hands to be of divine authority, being 
publiſhed in the Apoſtolic Age; univerſally 
received by the Chriſtian Church as authentic; 


and many paſſages of it being (as a learned 


writer has lately ſhown b) incorporated into the 


Goſpels of St. Marx and St. Lux E, who have 


thereby borne teſtimony to its genuine ſenſe, 
and ſet their ends to its authority. 


fa] See LARDNER, Jonrix, DoS#prnrDen, W=ETSTERY, 
Bas NAGR, &c. However, the contrary opinion is main- 
tained by no Night arguments by MiCHAELIS. 


[b] See Dr. Owzx's Obſervations on the Four Goſpels. By | 


way of ſpecimen compare Mark iv. 1—9, with Matt. xiii. 


z—9. And Mark xiv. 26—46, with Matt. xXvi. 30—50- 80 


again compare Luke iii. 4-6, with Matt. iii. 3, &c. Luke 
ut. 7—9, with Matt. iii. /— 10. Luke iii. 16, 17, with Matt. 
Hi. 11, 12. Luke xii. 22—31, with Matt. vi. 25—33. Lube: 
vii. 20. 22—28, with Matt. xi. N = &c. &Cs 


a WW > aA =. ff ..% trad" . an fans @ 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING 
TO ST. MARK. | 


HIS Goſpel i is agreed to hives been writ- 
ten by that Maxx whom St. PETER. 
affectionately calls his Son, i. e. his worthy 
diſciple ©, and whom the ancients affirm to 
have been the familiar companion of that 


apoſtle. He is alſo believed to have been tjñe 


Joun ſurnamed Marxk d, to whoſe mother's 
houſe St. PETER retired when releaſed by the 
Angel out of Priſon ©, and who is the ſame 
John that accompanied St. PAvL and Bar- 
nabas in their travels f. MARK was only his 
ſurname, which he had probably aſſumed in 


compliance with the Jewiſh cuſtom, while he 


| travelled among the Heathens, to whom his 
Hebrew name of JohN would have appeared 


too foreign. 


His mother dwelt at Jeruſalem, and the 
Chriſtians aflembled at her houſe s; he was 
couſin to BARkNABAs th, and attended him and 
[c] I Pet. V. 13. 
[d] See LARDNER, MICHAELIS, &c. 
' [e] Aas xii. 12. 5 
[f] Ibid. ver. 25. 
LS] Acts iii. 12, 


rern Goss 


St. Paul in their firſt travels among the 4 
Gentiles i ; but he ſoon ſeparated from them *&, 
which occaſioned a diviſion between theſe two 
Apoſtles, when BarnaBas took him along 
with him another journey l. However, when 
St. Marx lived at Rome about the time of 
St. Paur's impriſonment, that Apoſtle had ſo 
good an opinion of him, that he reckons him 
among his fellow-labourers m, and had N 
of ſending him to Coloſſe x. 


ST. MARE, even humanly Re was a 
very credible witneſs of the Life of Chriſt. 
He was ſtrictly ſpeaking an Evangelitl, i. e. 
a Preacher ſent by the Apoſtles to Jews and 

_ Gentiles without being confined to any par— 
txcular church. What Timothy was to St. 
Paul, MARK was to St. Peter and Barnabas, 
-and at laſt he bore the ſame relation to St. 
Paul himſelf. Tt was uſual tor ſuch Evange- 
lifts to have extraordinary gifts of the Holy 
Ghoſt?. Hence we have juſt reaſon to be- 
leve that St. Mark wrote by Inſpiration : And 
as the primitive Church has tranſmit ted to us 


[i] Ads Xii. 25. | | | . 
ERS 2 33. © 7 | | x 
„ I] Ch. xv. 36— 40. | | | | 
fm] Philem. 24. | 


| 
4. In] Col. iv. 10. 
| Lol 1 Tim, iv. 14+ and 2 Tim. i. 6, 
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bis Goſpel, as a, book of divine authority, 
without ever entertaining the leaſt doubt of his 


inſpiration, we have no reaſon to conſider it as 


a mere human compolition. 


Sr. MARK is univerſally allowed to have 
written after St. MaTTHEw P, and a learned 


writer q thinks, he alſo wrote after St. Lu RE. 
The Goſpels of theſe two Evangeliſts were 
written, that of St. Matthew with particular 


reference to the Jews, that of St. Luke wich 


a view to the Gentiles; the Goſpel of St. 
MARK (according to this ſuppoſition) was 
compoſed laſt of the three, in a ſtill more 
ſimple form, and for more general uſe. It was 

written at the requeſt and for the uſe of the 
Chriſtian Church at Ron; which was at 
that time the- grand metropolis and common 
center of all civilized nations. St. MaRx's 


Goſpel is therefore a ſimple and compendious 


narrative diveſted of almoſt all peculiarities, 
and accommodated to the ule of Chriſtians In 


general, 


b. M. Michaelis thinks that St. MARR had Se. MarTREw 4 


— 


ſign of publiſhing in a more known lan guage (ſe. the S 
that which St. Matthew had written in Hebrew. | 
Iq] Dr. Owen. See his Obſervarking on the Four Gelten 
mentioned above in the Introduction. 
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As the other two Be N had been ſo 
full in their accounts of our Saviour's birth 
and infancy, this will account for St. Mark's 
paſſing over that period of the hiſtory, and con- 
fining his narrative to the time of our Lord's 
public miffion. And as this has been ſo well 
related already, he had little more to do than 
to abridge the two former Goſpels, varying 
ſome expreſſions, and inferting ſome additions, 


| which he probably had from St. Peter. Who- 


ever compares St. MARE with the other two 
Evangelifts will find that he copies largely from 
bother, and takes one or other of them con- 
ſtantly for his guide, but chiefly St. Matthew: 
the order, which is his own, 1s very cloſe and 
well connected. In his account of facts he is 
clear, exact, and critical; for he wrote ſor 
the peruſal of a learned people: And he pro- 
ceeds with caution, as it were to clear his 
Goſpel from all objections. 


Lr] See Dr. Owen's Obſervations, &c. paſſim. Compare in 
the Greek Mark iv. 1—9, with Matt. Xiii. 1—9; where the 
Parable of the Sower is taken from St. Matt. So again in the 
explanation of the Parable, ver. 15—20, he had his eye on 
St. Matt. ver. 19—23, till he comes to-the concluſion, ver. 21, 
22, 25, where he makes a tranſition to St, Luke, ch. viii. 16— — 
18. Compare alſo, St. Mark i. 21-—28, with Luke iv. 31— 
37, &c. &c. This co- incidence proves at leaſt that one of 
theſe two Evangeliſts [St. Mark and St. Luke] had ſeen th 
other when he wrote. Which of them wrote firſt muſt be 
collected from other proofs. 
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* "Im Exordium i is ſingular ; for whilft other 
Evangeliſts ſtile our Saviour © the Son of 
« Man,” he calls him expreſsly “ the Son 
« of God:“ an auguſt title, the more likely 
to engage the attention of the lordly Romans. 
With the ſame view probably he omits ſuch 
particulars as might be of more-uſe to his coun- 
trymen than to foreigners ; as the genealogy of 
| Chriſt ; the maſſacre of the children at Beth- 
lehem ; the account of Jeſus's birth; the ſer- 
mon on the mount, which expoſes the falſe 
morality of the Phariſees, to which the Gen- 
tiles were ſtrangers; and in general the quo- 
tations ot certain prophecies of the Old Teſta- 
ment. On the other band, he adds ſome things 
for the {al.e of the Gentiles, to enable them to 
underitand the - Hiſtory of Chriſt. Thus in 
Chap. vii. 2. he explains what was the mean- 
ing of “ defiled” or © common” among the 
Jews : and in ver. 3, 4, inftructs his readers 
in the Jewiſh cuſtoms, which was unneceſſary 
in St. Maithew. In Chap. xv. 21, having 
menlione? Simon the Cyrenian, he adds, that 
he was * the father of Alexander and Rufus,” 
becauſe both 1heſe perſons reſided at Rome, 
aud wore known to the Roman Chriſtians, 
And perhaps tne young man mentioned in Ch. 
xiv. 51, 52, Was 1 Roman, whole curioſity 


[5] See Rom. xvi. 13. 


might 


* 
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might lead him to know the cauſe of the tu- 
mult, and being a ſtranger might be the ſooner 
ſuſpected, and therefore apprehended. He 


had perhaps often told the ſtory at Rome; and 


the Evangeliſt thought proper to confirm it. 
In this light it makes a good argument. All 
internal marks of this ſort confirm the report 
of the ancients, that St. Mark wrote his Goſ- 


pel chiefly for the uſe of the Romans. 


Taz time when he wrote it appears t to 
have been about the end of the year LXII, or 
LX111, the ninth of the Emperor Nero, when 
the Church flood in need of all the Conſola- 
tions of Religion, to ſupport it under the 
afflictive weight of a | moſt dreadiul and cruel 


' perſecution. 


Tux Greek language was at that time more 
in requeſt at Rome, than the French is among 
us; ſo that the moſt familiar letters of the em- 
peror Auguſtus (which are ſtill extant) are com- 
monly either in Greek, or intermixed with 
Greek. We are not therefore to wonder that 
St. MaRx, a foreigner, wrote his Goſpel in 
that language, for the uſe of the Chriſtian 


Church in general. 


It] See Dr. Owen's Obſervations, P+ 56—80, Mill, &c. 


0 


OF 
THE GOSPEL ACCORDING 
TO ST. LUKE - 


by 55 18 Goſpel 18 generally allowed to 


have been written by that “ beloved 
Phyſician, who is mentioned by St. Pa uL, 


in Col. iv. 14, and whom he expreſsly aſſerts 
to have been a Gentile.u Conſequently he 


was neither one of the Seventy Diſciples, nor 
an eye-witneſs of our Saviour's Miracles, as 
hath been ſometimes ſuppoſed v; but we know 
that he was intimately acquainted with apoſto- 


lical Perſons. | 


Tarar St, Luke travelled with St. PA un. 
to Rome, and there aſſiſted him ſome time, 
appears from ſeveral paſſages of ſcripture. * 


From thence he is affirmed by the ancients to p 
have gone into Africa, and to have preached 


the Goſpel at Thebes in Egypt. His inter- 
courſe with the Apoſtles and eye-witneſſes of 
the works of Chriſt, renders him an unexcep- 
tionable witneſs, as a man; eſpecially, ſince 


he aſſures us, that he inveſtigated every thing 


ſu] Col iv. 11. 
{w] Luke i. 3. | „ 
\{x] Ads xxvüi. 13—16. Col. iv. 14. Philem. 24. 


diligently 


a 
oy 
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diligently 7, and had drawn it from the fans 


tain head z. And it is no more objection to 


the divinity of his book that he wrote from 


the information of others, than it is to the in- 


ſpiration of Moſes, that he took his firſt book 
from ancient records, and ſometimes refers to 
other books ® : and therefore we may well re- 


_ ceive the univerſal teſtimony of the Chriſtian 
Church, that St. Lukxs, under the direction 


of the HoLY GruosrT, committed to writing 


thoſe particulars, which he had received from 
infallible witnefles. 


Ir has been the common opinion, that St. 
Luk E wrote later than St. MarrhEW and St. 
Mak k: but the ingenious writer ſo often 
quoted b thinks that St. Mark wrote laſt of 


the three ; and this, as we have ſeen, has great 


appearance of reaſon. 


Sr. JE ROM affirms, that St. Luk E penned 
his Goſpel on the borders of Achaia and Bœ 


DI Axgie ds. 

[Z] Arcobev. 

La] Numb. xxi. 27, 

lb] Dr. Owen. See his Obſervations on the Goſpels, He 
fixes the date of St. Luke's Goſpel in A. D. 53: if-ſo, it muſt 
have been wr.tten before St. Matthew's (fee above, p. 50) 


but as the contrary ſeems Jemonſcrable from the paſſages of 
St. Matthew copied by St. Luke (ſee below), we muſt af- 


fizn a later date to St. Luke's Gofpel ; unleſs | we date St. 
Matthew's Goſpel in 4¹ or 49. | 
[Lei P. 60. 


tia 3 
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1 tia, which ſhould ſeem to be at the time when 


he was attending St. Pau in his travels 
through Greece; under whole care and inſpec- 
tion he probably wrote it. It is agreed to be 
this Evangeliſt whom that Apoitle expreſsly 


ſtiles, the brother whoſe praiſe is in the 
| Goſpel. d And that St. LukE wrote agreea- 


bly at leaſt to St. PauL's ſenſe, will be evident 
to any one that compares the two paſſages quot- 


ed in the margin e, where the Apoſtle and 
Evangeliſt have both uſed the very ſame words 


in Greek to deſcribe the inftitution of the Lord's 


Supper: this co-incidence ſhews the agreement 
of their ſentiments, whichever of them is ſup- 


poſed to have written firſt. 

Sr. MaTTHEw's Goſpel being intended 
chiefly for the Jews, it was highly expedient 
that ſome inſpired apoſtolical perſon ſhould 
write ſuch a hiſtory of our Saviour's Life, as 
might ſatisfy the enquiries, and be adapted to 
the ſituation of the Gentile converts.—This 
accordingly appears to have been the peculiar 
view of St. LUKE in his Goſpel: for, writing 
to thoſe who were far remote from the ſcene 
of action, and ignorant of - Jewiſh affairs, it 
was requiſite for him to deſcend to many pan. 


[d]) 2 Cor. viii. 18. 5 
le] Luke xxii. 19, 20. with 1 Cor. xi. 23—25. 


ticulars, 
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Fl ticulars, well touch on. many points, which 
would have been uanecefiary when writing 
to the Jews. Hence he begins his hiſtory o 
much farther back than hs reſt, and is ſo 
Careful in ſpecifying times and places. 
Hence he gives the gencalogy of Chriſt, 
cording. to his NATURAL deſcent from the 
Virgin Mary f, and carries it up to Adam: 
Shewing he was that ſeed of the woman, who 
was pr omtifed for the redemption of the WwHOLE 
World. e 

Wirn regard to the gener al conſtruction 
of St. Luke's Goſpel, it ſeems to be formed 
nearly on the ſame plan with that of St. Mar- 
_ THEW, whoſe very words are ſometimes co- 
" Pied. s Indeed, as the Gentile converts ſuf- 
fered the ſame things from their countrymen 
that the Jewiſh Chriſtians did from the Jews, 
it was neceffary St. Lu RE ſhould adopt much 
the ſame points of inſtruction, both to o ſup- 


0 By interpoſing an eaſy parentheſis, the Pedigree i in St. 
Luke is naturally connected with the family of Mary. 
« AND Jeſus began to be, er was, when he began n Minifiry, 


. about thirty years of age: being (as was ſuppoſed, the 
« ſon of Joſeph, but) in realily the 7 1 of * co pas Ile 


60 ather of Marys KiDDER» 


Ig] Sce inſtances referred to above, in page 56; and others 
may be ſeen in Dr. Owen, = 


port 


ch 


1ers 


Ort 
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port the poor perſecuted Chriſtians, h and to 

ſoften and convert their malicious adverſaries, 
of whom the Jews refiding 1n the ſeveral 
countries were ſtill the chief. But as the 


rage and envy of the Jews proceeded now 
from another cauſe (for they perſecuted the 
Gentile Chriftians for laying claim to the pri- 


vileges of the Goſpel), we ſhall accordingly 


find St. Luke's narrative peculiarly adapted to 


remove their prejudices, and obviate their ob- 


jections; to ſoften and enlarge their minds, 


and to deter them from their malicious pro- 


ceedings. K 


Sr. Luk E rote in Greek, and (as appears 


from the beginning both of his Goſpel and 


Acts of the Apottles) at the requeſt of a 
Chriſtian of diſtinction, whoſe name was THE= 


_ oPHILuUs. He calls him eve, or EXCEL- 
"LENT, as we addreſs certain perſons with the 


title of EXCELLENCyY. The ſame title in Greek 


is given in the Acts to the Roman Governour,! 


and was equivalent to the Latin Optimus, or 


lu] Ch. vi. 20—23. xii. 4— 12, 31, Sec. xviii. 2$—30, 
[3] Ch. vi. 24— 26. x. 12. xiii. 1—5. xix. 14—44. 
[k] Vid. Ch. iv. 25-27. Ch. xx. 9— 16. Ch. xv. 1133. 


Ch. XViite 75 8. Ch. xkiii. 1—5. Xxi. 5. &c. Ch. Xlil, 28—30, 
xiv. 16—24. 


[i] Ch. xxiii. 26. xxiv. 3. xxvi. 5. 
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Opti mas, which the Romans addreſſed to their 
principal Senators of the moſt ancient fami- 
lies. A great critic® thinks this was ſome 
Nobleman who dwelt in Upper Egypt, and 
that St. Luxe's Goſpel was written abdut 
A. D. LXIII, in that country, near Thebes; 
which he ſuppoſes St. Jerom miſtook for 
Thebes in Bceotia. He obſerves that the Syriac 
ſubſcription: repreſents this Goſpel to have 
been publiſhed at Alexandria in Egypt, and 
he imagines many things in it were particu- 
larly expreſſed with a view to refute the falſ- 
hoods of the EcyyTIan GOSPEL; an errone- 
. ous narrative, whence Mahomet is believed to 
have extracted many of thoſe falſe particulars 
of our Saviour's biſtoky, winch he has inſerted 
in his AL CORAN. | 
|  PzRnays St. LouxE's Gofpel wa if writ- 
ten in Greece, and republiſhed along with the 
Acts when he afterwards was in Egypt. Be 
that as it may, the Date aſſigned above is pro- 
bably the true one; at leaſt it appears pretty 
evident that St. Luke's Goſpel was written 
after the year Lx1, if that be admitted to have 
been the Date of St. Matthew's Goſpel. 


Im] M. Michaelis. See his LeQures on the New Teſtament, 


OF 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING 
PS BE: JOUR 1 


Ts Goſpel i is univerſally agreed to have 
been written after all the reſt, with a 
view of compleating whatever was deficient 
in them all. This Evangeliſt, independent 
of his divine inſpiration, muſt be allowed to 
have had a moſt perfect knowledge of the 
facts he relates; and as he undoubtedly exa- 
mined all the other Goſpels before he wrote, 
he is an authentic witneſs to their veracity.— 
He was, according to the teſtimony of the 
ancients, of our Saviour's near kindred. Be- 
fore he became acquainted with our Lord, 
he was a diſciple of John the Baptiſt, and 
probably one of thoſe two whom he ſent to 
Chriſt. a Our Saviour honoured him with 
the moſt intimate confidence, and loved him 
beyond his other Diſciples. He and Peter 
and James were (excluſive of the reſt) wit- 
nefles of the raiſing Jairus's daughter, of 
Chriſt's transfiguration, and of his agony in 
the Garden. He was the only Apoſtle who 
ſtood under the croſs when Chrift was cruci- 


La] John i. 3742. ON 
D 3 2 fied, 


. 
y*4 
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fied. So that he Was better qualified than any 
other to deſcribe the Miracles and Hiſtory of 


Iksus CuRISZ. A very diſcerning writer 


thinks that St. JohN in the life-time of his 


blefled maſter wrote down ſome of the heads of | 


his diſcourſes : At leaſt that his ſtyle perfectly 
reſembles that of thoſe who relate the diſcourſes 


of another ſrom ſhort heads taken down while 
they were ſpoken. | 8 


Bur we are to conſider this Goſpel not only 
as an hiſtorical narrative, but alſo as a con- 
troverſial treatiſe deſigned to refute various 


Hereſies. For no ſooner was the Chriſtian 
Church eftabliſhed, but its doctrines were ob- 


ſcured, debaſed, and corrupted by errors and 
hereſtes of various kinds: the firſt Heretics 


"aſſumed the name of GNOS Is, i. e. know- 


ing ones, pretending to ſuperior light and 
knowledge. They were afterwards followed 
by the NIcoLAITANS, Whoſe falſe tenets 
were propagated by ERION and CERINTHUS. 
'Theſe hereſies prevailed moſt in Aſia. Where- 
fore the Aſiatic biſhops deſired St. John to 
draw up a refutation of them: and he, in 
compliance with their requeſt, compoſed his 
Goſpel with a view to put thoſe Heretics 


Fo] MicHaAZLis. See his Lectures on the New Teſ' ament. 
| Lo © to 
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* to ſhame, and to ſhew that there is one 
ce God, who by Chriſt' his Word made all 
« things, and that the creator and father off 
« our Lord were not, as they pretended, diſ- 
ee tinct beings, p &. W herefore he docs not 
relate the birth and parentage of Ch:ift, oe 
even thoſe fas of which he, Peter, and James, 
were eye-witneſſes, excluſive of the other apoſ- 
tles; but he chiefly collects ſuch diſcourſes and 
miracles, as confirm the doctrines laid down 
in the firſt Chapter, which were counter-poſi- 
tions to thoſe of Cerinthus and other heretics, 
who maintained the grolleſt e errors concerning 
_ Chrift. 


CERINTUus is faid to have tanght,2 7. That 
the moſt high. GoD was intirely unknown be- 
fore the appearance of Chriſt, and dwelt in 
a remote heaven called Neroma, with the chief 
Spirits or ons. 4 2. That this ſupreme God 
firſt generated an only begotten SON, who 
again begat the WokD, which was inferior to 
the firſt born. 3. That CurI1sT was a ſtill 
lower Aon, though far ſuperior to ſome others. 
4. That there were two high ons diſtinct 
from CRIST; one called, LIE, and the 
other LIGA. 5- That from the Ans again 
proceeded inferior orders of ſpirits ; and | 


[pl Irenzus, contra Hæreſ. L. ili. c. 2. 
(q] See the Introduction. 


"4 particularly 


. * OF THE GOSPEL 


particularly one Demiurgus, who created this 
viſible world out of eternal matter. 6. That 
this Demiurgus was ignorant of the ſupreme | 
Gop, and Mach lower than the ons, which 
were wholly inviſible. 7. That he was how- 
ever the peculiar God and protector of the 
Ifraelites, and ſent Moſes to them; whoſe 
laws and injunctions were to be of perpetual 
obligation. 8. That JEsus was a mere man, 
the real ſon of Joſeph and Mary. 9. That 
the Ao: Chrift deſcended upon him in the form 
of a Dove, when he was baptized ; revealed to 
him the unknown father, and impowered him 
to work miracles. 10. That the Aon LIGHT 
entered John the Baptiſt in the ſame manner; 
and therefore that John was 1 8 reſpects 
to be preferred to CHRIST. II. That when 
Jzsvs had propagated the bee of God, 


and came to ſuffer, CuRIST left him, and 


fled to the uppermoſt heaven. 12. That 
Jeſus Chriſt ſhould reign on Earth a thouſand 
years, and his diſciples enjoy all ſenſual de- 
lights. Some of the Cerinthian ſec denied 
alſo the Reſurrection of the dead; and many 
of them maintained that t] oo Chriſt was not 
yet Tien. ; 


1 


; 69. 


— 
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Now we ſhall find St. if ohn's Goſpel ar, 


into three Parts. 


Tux 1| contains doctrines laid PRs. in op- 
polition to thoſe of Cerinthus. r- | 


ThE 2d delivers the ns; of thoſe doe 


trines in an hiſtor ical manner. * 


Tux 3d is a concluſion or appendix, giving 
an account of the perſon of the writer, and of 


the view he had in writing. t 


Iv wh at year this Goſpel v was written, is 


not agreed among the ancients. It ſhould 


ſeem to have been before the deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem, which happened in the year of our 
Lord Lxx, for St. John ſpeaks of that city 


as till ſubſiſting: There is at Jeruſalem by | 
ce the ſheep-market a pool, &c.” u On the 
other hand it appears, from the Goſpel itſelf, 


to have been written after the death of St. 
Peter, which is generally placed in the year 
LXVIII. For the other Evangeliſts, when they 


relate the cutting off the high prieſt's ſervant's 


ear, conceal the name of Peter, leſt the Jews 
ſhould have a legal pretence to proſecute him, 
and deliver him to the Romans to be capi- 


ſr] Ch. i. 1—18, [s] Ch. i. 19,-XX, 29. 
8 Ch. xx, 30, to the end. [u] Ch. v. 2 


D 5 | tally 


"af 


» 


| moe OF THE GOSPEL ce. 


tally united. Whereas St. John mentions 
him expreſsly by name. W Nor could St. John 
probably have interpreted the words of Chriſt, 

© Thou ſhalt ſtretch forth thy hands, and ano- 
< ther ſhall gird thee,” x concerning the man- 
ner of St. Peter's death, if it had been written 
before the Crucifixion a that Apoſtle : for be- 
fore that time-the words were ambiguous.— 
This limits the writing of this Goſpel to the 
year LX1X, a year expreſsly fpecified by an 
ancient writer. Others give the date of it ſo 
late as A. D. zcvir, but this 1 is plainly con- 
futed by the above arguments. 

Ac cokpi Nc to every computation, St. John 
is allowed to have cloſed the whole Goſpel Hiſ- 
tory, to have ratiſied and confirmed the for- 
mer Goſpel, and to have eſtabliſhed the Evan- 
gelical Canon on the firmeſt ground and moſt 
venerable authority. | EI 


| fw] Ch, xvii. 10. N 85 Cb. xxi. 1 | 


or THE . 


ACTS: of THE APOSTLES. 


"HIS PIMA? EY eat or Atelier 
Book to connect the Gos PELs and the 
Frist It is an uſeful Poſtſcript to the 
former, and a Proper Introduction to the 
| latter. | | 3 PARA" 7 Dt 


Turs divine H iſtory is evidently a ſecond” 
part or continuation of St. Luke's Goſpel, as 
appears, from the very beginning of it: and 
that both were written by the ſame Evangeliſt, 
is atteſted by the moſt ancient Chriſtian writers. 
The ſubſcriptions at the end of ſome Greek 
MSS. and of the copies of the Syriac Verſion, 
teſtify that St. Luke wrote the Acts at A 
dria in Egypt. | BY 

As the narrative reaches down to „Went of 
Chriſt Lxz111, the AcETs cannot have been 
written earlier than that year ; and that they 
were not written much later, may be inferred _ 
from the ſubject being continued no farther, 
which otherwiſe it would probably have been: 
at leaſt St. LuxE would have been apt to have 
given the iſſue of St. Paul's impr ifonment at 
Rome, as what the Chriſtian reader would haye 
been curious to have known, 


CONSIDERED 
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fan "> a 


1 IDERED as a mere 2 witneſs, F 
St. Lux k was better able than others to draw 
up an authentic hiſtory of the Apoſtles, as he 
had accompanied St. PauL-in ſo many of his 
Journies. As he was a Phyſician by profeſſion, 
He was able to form a ſound judgment, of. the 
Miracles St. Paul wrought upon the diſeaſed, 
and to make a credible report of them. But 
he ſeems not to have bad the gift of healing 
himſelf; for in Ch. xxvii. 8, 9, St. Paul, 
and not nk, healed the ſick. His accounts are 
generally ſo full and circumſtantial, that the 
reader is perfecly enabled to examine the facts 
himſelf, and to judge whether they were at- 


tended with any deception or not. 


St. Luxx appears not to have intended to 
write 2 complete Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory. of the 
whole Chriſtian Church during the. firſt xxx 
Years after Chrift's Aſcenſion. For he almoſt 
wholly omits what paſſed among the Jews after 
the converſion of Paul; though the labours 
and ſufferings of the other Apoſtles could not 
but have afforded intereſting materials. 


Ix we examine the contents of this Book, 
we may obſerve two ends purſued in it. 
iſt, To give an authentic relation of the 


eſſufion of the Ghoſt, and the firſt Mi- 
racles 
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racles by which the truth of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion was eſtabliſhed. An authentic account 
of this was indiſpenſably neceſſary, ſince Chriſt 
had ſo often promiſed the Holy Ghoſt to his 
Diſciples: and if a Heathen were to receive 
this Goſpel, he would naturally i inquire, bow 
it had been firſt promulged at Jeruſalem. 

2d, to impart thoſe accounts which evince 
the claim of the Gentiles to the Church of 
Chriſt: a point particularly conteſted by the 
Jews about the time of St. Luke's writing the 
Acts. St. Paul was at that very time a priſoner 
at Rome, upon the accuſation of the Jews, 
who became his enemies for having admitted 
the Gentiles into the Church. 

HENOCE it is, that St. Luxz relay d/ the 
converſion of the Samarians, and the hiſ- 
tory of Cornelius, who, though he was not of 
the Circumciſion, had, in conſequence of a 
divine command, been inſtructed! in the Goſpel 
by St. PETER himſelf, to whom St. PauL's 
opponents appealed.z For the ſame reaſon he 
relates, Ch. xv. what was decreed by the firſt 

council at Jeruſalem concerning the Levitical 
Law; and treats moſt fully of the converſion 
of St. Paul, and of his miſſion and tr auſactions ; 


among the Gentiles. | 
bl cb. m. 1. ch. x. ail. l-] Gul, 5, G-. 
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Tur Adds of the Apoftles may very PT oper 
be divided into ſeven parts, viz. 


I. Taz account of the firſt Pentecoſt after 


Chriſt's death, and of the events pr receding it, 
contained in Chap. i. ii. 


„% and thremabant- 
Judea and Samaria, among the Chriſtians of 


the Circumciſion. Chap. ili. ix. xii. 


III. Tax Acts! in Ceſarea, and the ering 


of the Gentiles. Chap. 88 . 


IV. Tax firſt circuit of St. Bale ae 
St. Paul among the Gentiles. Ch. xiti- xiv. 


V. Tux Embaſſy to Rome, and the firſt. 


Council at Jeruſalem, wherein the Jews and 
Gentiles were admitted to an equality. Ch. xv. 
VI. Taz ſecond circuit ins St. Faul. . 


Xvi. xix. 


VII. Sr. PavL's third Journey to Rome. 
Ch. xix. 21—28. g 
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H E ſum and ſubſtance of the Chriſtian 
Religion is contained in the Hiſtory of 
the life and death, the doQrines and diſcourſes, 
of our Lord in the FouR GosrELs. The 
epiſtolary writings of the Apoſtles were occa- 
ſional, being intended to confirm the ſeveral 
churches to whom they are addreſſed, in the 
ſame Rules of goſpel-faith and practice as they 
had been before inſtructed in; and accommo- 
dated to the diſputes and controverſies, errors 
and falſe notions, that prevailed among them. 
Tat general method obſervable in theſe 
Apoſtolic LETTERS is, Firft, to diſcuſs the 
particular point debated in the Church, or 
among the Perſons, to whom they are addreſſed, 
and which was the occaſion of their being 
written: and in the next place to give ſuch ex- 
hortations to every Chriſtian duty and virtue, as 
would be at all times, and in every church, 
of neceſſary and abſolute importance; paying 
a particular regard to thoſe virtues, which the 
diſputes that occaſioned the Epiſtle might tempt 
them to neglecdt. Now the former part of 
theſe epiſtolary writings cannot be rightly un- 


derftood, but by CO carefully to the ſtate 
= 
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of the queſtion there determined. Therefore 
the errors and vain diſputes concerning Faith 
and Works, - Juſtification and Sanctification, 
Election and Reprobation, &c. which have ſo 
long vexed and diſtracted the minds of Chriſti- 
ans, have all ariſen from one grand miſtake 
of applying to tliemſelves or other particular 
perſons now, certain phraſes or paſſages which 
plainly referred to the THEN ſtate and condi- 
tion, not of particular perſons, but of whole 
churches, whether Jewiſh or Gentile, of thoſe 

times. Perplexed and puzzled with theſe knotty 

points, many well-meaning Chriſtians have 
been drawn aſide from paying a due regard to 
thoſe moral and weighty exhortations, which 
are moſt eaſy to be underſtood, and of infinite 
obligation to be put in practice.d 


Or the Epiſtles, X1V are by St. Paul, which 
are not placed according to the order of time 
in which they were written, but according to 
the precedence or ſuppoſed rank of the churches 
and perſons to whom they are addreſſed: it will 
be proper therefore to exhibit here their Chro- 
nological order * to two. eminent 
Critics. 


( 
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* 


-CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER 


0” 


Of the ErisTLEs, &c. according to Mr. 


FeisTLE to, or by, 


1 PETER 
GALATIANS 
1 THESSALONIANS- 


2 'THESSALONIANS © 


 1ConinTHIans 
2 CORINTHIANS 
1 TimoTHY 
Romans 
James 
PuiLEMON __ 
CoLOSSIANS 
Erngsilans 
PHILIPPIANS 
 HeBrews 
'TiTvus 

2 PETER 

Juox 

2 TiMOTHY 


3Erisr LES Or 3 


Jon x 


ReveLATIONS 


THE - 2. 
MIcHAELIS, and ſome others. - 
Places where written. A. D. 
Eenzerz : 
HESSALONICA 51 
Cox IN TH 52 
CorinTH 8 
Ep RHESUus 57 
Mac- DON IA 58 
* | 58 
_ CorinTH End of 58 : 
uncertain | 61 | 
Roms 68: - 
Rome 3 636 
Nicororis uncertain 
uncertain WE. 

_ uncertain uncertain — 
Rows - "37 
uncertain 70 

54 
FRY MOS 1 95 
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A TABLE of st. raus EPISTLES, 


With the Places where, and Times when 


written, according to Dr. LARDNER. 


GALATIANS 


Cox iN THIANxs ErRESsus the beg. of 53 
1'Timotuy MACEDONIA p 56 

| ACEDONIA, bef. the end f 6 
Tirvs . 1 ; = 
2CortnTnians Macepoxia about Oftober 57 
Romans CokIN TH about February 85 
Erussiaxs Rome - about April 61 
2 TiMoTHY RO about May 61 
PRILITPIANS Rowe bef. the end of 62 
CoLoss1ans Rome bef. the end of 62 
Pr1iLEMON Rowe beſ. the end of 62 
HeBxews ee red 


Con id n, near the end of 52 
or Erutsus, or beg, of 53 


A TaBLE 


* 


Epiſtles. Places. A. D. 
t Tuzs5aLonians Conmrn a - 
2 THESSALONIANS ContNTH i 


| 5 in Spring of - 63 


THE EPISTLES. % 


A TapLE of the CATHOLIC © 
EPISTLES and the REVELATION 


according to Dr. LARDNER. 


pile. Pla ©; A.D. 
Jamts IJ Junza | 1 
e 25 or beg. of 62 
The two . 

Epiſtles of ROME 9 64 
PETER „ A 1 

1 JouN  Epuzsvs SF about 0 
2d and 3d of | between 80 
1 Arensus and Ma 
Jo pk 525 unknown 85 64 or 65 | 


et” Par Mos, or | 
REVELATION Eruzsvs © 95 or 96 


„ 


THE EPISTLE TO THE 


HIS celebrated Epidle was written by 
St. Paul from Corinth, when he was 
hing out for Jeruſalem with the ſupplies 
which had been collected in Macedonia, and 
at Corinth ; that is, according to ſome Cri- 
tics,e in the beginning, or, according to 
others, towards the end of the year LVIII; 
which was the fourth of the emperor Nero. 


Tax Chrittian Church at Roms appears 
nat to have been planted by any Apoſtle; 
Wherefore St. Paul, left it ſhould be corrupted 

by the Jews, who then ſwarmed in Rome, and 
of whom many were converted to Chriſtiani- 
ty, ſends them an abſtract of the principal 

truths of the Goſpel, and endeavours to guard 
them againſt thoſe erroneous notions, which 
the Jews had of Juſtification, and of the 
Election of their own nation. 

Now the Jews aifigned three grounds for 
Juſtification. Firft, ml if extraordinary piety 

[e] So Dr. Lardner, wh thioks St. Paul came to Corinth 


in November, A. D. 57. and wrote this Epiſtle in February 
following. The other opinion is that of Michaelis, Vid, 


Rom. XV. 2527. — 


and 


— 
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* merits of their anceſtors, and TO covenant 

made by God with theſe holy men.” They 
thought God could not late the children of 
ſuch meritorious parents: and as he had made 
a Covenant with the Patriarchs to bleſs their 
poſterity, he was obliged thereby to pardon 
their fins. Secondly, A perfect knowledge 
and diligent ſtudy of the Law of Moſes.” 
They made this a plea for the remiſſion of all 
their ſins and vices. Thirdly, The works 
of the Levitical Law,” which were to ex- 
piate ſin, eſpecially circumciſion and facri- 
fices. Hence they inferred that the Gentiles 
muſt receive the whole Law of Moſes in order 


to be juſtified and ſaved. 


The Jews doctrine concerning Election 
was, That as God had promiſed to Abra- 
ham to bleſs his ſeed, to give him not only 
ſpiritual bleſſing, but alſo the Land of Ca- 
naan, to ſuffer him to dwell there in proſpe- 
rity, and to conſider him as his church upon 
_ earth :” That therefore this bleſſing extended 
to their whole nation, and that God was 
bound to fulfil theſe promiſes to them, whe- 
ther they were righteous or wicked, faithful 
or unbelieving. They even believed that a 
prophet ought not to pronounce againſt their 


nation the Nen with which he was in- 
ſpired ; 
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ſpited; but was ber to beg of God to ex- 

punge his name out of the book of the 

Ling. 

Tuxsx previous remar . ſerve as a key 

to unlock this difficult Epiftle, of which we 

ſhall now give a ſhort Analyſis. 4 

1. The Epiſtle begins with the ufual ſaluta- 
tions, with which the Greeks began their 

Letters. . | 

2. St. Paul We his joy at the Hourilh- 

: ing e of the Church at Rome, and his de- 

fire to come and preach the Goſpel. f Then 

he nſenlibly introduces the capital, point he 
intended to prove, viz. 

3. The ſubject of the Goſpel, 8 that it 
reveals a righteouſneſs unknown before, which 
is derived ſolely from Faith, and to which Jews 
and Gentiles have an equal claim. 

4. In order io prove this, he ſhewsh that 
both Jews and Gentiles are © under fin,” i. e. 
that God will impute their ſins to e as 

well as Gentiles. : 

His arguments may be reduced to theſe 
ſylogiims.; The wrath of God is revealed 
„ againit thoſe, who hold the truth in un— 

le] See Michaelis, - (e)] Chap. i. 1=7, 

[f] Ver, 88 a der, ie, 19. - 

[5] Chap. i. 1$—1:1, 20, [i] Chap. ii. 1. 1724. 


ec ilght- 
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= « ciahapon tarts Ie. 2 acknowledge the 
< truth, and yet ſin againſt it. 


| © The Gentiles acknowledged truths; but, 
* partly by their Idolatry, and partly by their 
ce Other deteſtable vices, they ſinned againſt 
ce the truth they acknowledged. 
© THEREFORE the wrath of God is revealed 
Eo againſt the Gentiles, and puniſh them. 
Tur Jews have acknowledged more truths 
than the Gentiles, and yet they fin. 
% ConNSEQUENTLYathe Jewiſh ſinners are 
ce yet more expoſed to the wrath of God.”k 
HAviNG thus proved his point, he anſwers 
certain Objections to it. 


OBEN ION I. „The Jews were well 

ce or ounded in their knowledge, and ſtudied 
<< the law.“ He anſwers, if the knowledge 
of the law, without obſerving it, could juſtify 
them, then God could not Hd condemned 
the Gentiles, who knew the law by nature.! 

OBJjzcTioN II. © The Jews were circum- 
ciſed.” ANSWER. That is, ye are admitted 
by an outward ſign into the Covenant with 
God. This fign will not avail you when ye 
violate that Covert. m 

OBJECTION Hit. According to this doc- * 
ce trine of St. Paul, the Jews have no advan- 


(k] Ch. ii. 1211. [1] Ch. ii. 13—16. | 
im] Ch. ii. 2g—end. 


cc tave | 
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8 tage viiki others.” "oh SWER. Ves, they 


ſtill have advantages; for unto them are com- 


mitted the oracles of God. But their privileges 


do not extend to this, that God ſhould over- 


look their tins, which, on the contrary, Scrip- 
ture condemns even in the Jews.n 

Os jECTION IV. „ They had the Leviti- 
ce cal Law and Sacrifices. AN SWE R. From 
hence is nd remiſſion, but only the knowledge 

of ſin. o 
5. FroM all this St. Paul concludes, 
that Jews and Gentiles may be juſtified by 
the ſame means, namely, without the Levi- 
tical Law, through faith in Chriſt: And in 
oppoſition to the imaginary advantages of the 
Jews, he ſtates the declaration of Zechariah, 

that God is the God as well of the Gentiles, 
as the Jews. | 


6. As the whole bleſſing was promiſed to 


the faithful deſcendants of Abraham, whom 
both Scripture and the Jews call his Chil- 
dren, he proves his former affertion from 
the example of Abraham; who was an Ido- 


later before his call, but was declared juft 


by God, on account of his faith, long before 


fp} ch. fl. 119. (lo) cb. ii. 28, 
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his circumciſion. Hence he takes occaſion to 
explain the nature and fruits of faith. a 


7. HE goes on to prove from God's juſtice | 
that the Jews had no advantages over the 
Gentiles, with reſpe& to juſtification. Both 


Jews and Gentiles had forfeited life and im- 


mortality, by the means of one common fa- : 
ther of their race, whom they themſelves had 
not choſen. Now as God was willing to re- 


ſtore i immor tality by a new Tpiritual head of a 


covenant, viz. Chriſt, it was juft that Pott 
Jews and Gentiles ſhould ſhare in this new 


repreſentative -of the whole race." 
Chap. v. ver. I5, 16, amount to this nega- 


tive queſtion, © Is it not fitting that the free 


c gift ſhould extend as far as the offence?” . 


8. Hz ſhews that the doctrine of Juſtifi- 


cation, as ftated by him, lays us under the 
ſtrongeſt obligations of holineſs.* 


9. HR ſhews, that the Law of Moſes no 
longer concerns us at all; for our juſtification 
ariſes from our appearing in God's ſight, as if. 


actually dead with Chriſt, on account of our 


| fins; but the Law of Moſes was not given to 
| the dead. On this occaſion he proves at 


[q] Ch. iv. 1. v. 11. Ir] ch. v. ia — end. 
DLs] Ch. vi. 1—end, 
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36 Ox THE EPISTLE 5 
large, that the eternal power of God over us. 
is not affected by this, and that whilſt we are 
under the Law of Moſes we - perpetually be- 
come ſubje& to death, even by ſins of inad- 
vertency. . 5 
10. Hewes be STATE KA that all thoſe, 

and thoſe only, who are united with Chriſt, 
and for the ſake of his union do not live ac- 
cording to the fleſh, are free from all condem- 
nation of the Law, and have an undoubted 
_ thare in eternal Life. a 

11. Havinc deſcribed their bleſſedneſs, he 
is aware, that the Jews, who expected a tem- 
poral happineſs, would object to him, that 

Chriſtians notwithſtanding endure much ſuffer- 
ing in this world. He anſwers this 1 8 0 
at large. 

12. HE ſhews that God is not the leſs true 5 
and faithful, becauſe he doth not juſtiſy, but 
rather rejects and puniſhes thoſe Jews who 
would not believe the Meſſiah. x In diſcuſſing 
this point we may obſerve the cautions manner 


in which, on account of the Jewiſh prejudices, 
he introduces it?, as well as in the diſcuſſion 


itſelf. 


[t] Ch. 4:4 1—end., l)] Ch. viii, 18—end, 
Lu] Ch. viii. 1—1 7. © [yl] Ch. ix. 1—5 
Ex] Ch. ix, x, xi. = 
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Us ſhews that the promiſes of God were 
never made to all the poſterity of Abraham ; 
and that God always reſerved to himſelf the 
power of chuſing thoſe ſons of Abraham, whom 


for Abraham's ſake he intended to bleſs, and | 


of puniſhing the wicked ſons of Abraham; 
and that with reſpect to TEMPORAL happineſs 


or miſery, he was not even determined in his 


choice by their works. Thus he rejected Iſh- 
mael, Eſau, the Iſraelites in the deſart in the 


time of Moſes, and the greater part of that 


people in the time of Iſaiah, making them a 
ſacrifice to his juſtice.® 


HE then proceeds to ſhew that God had 


reaſon to reject moſt of the Jews then living, 


becauſe they would not believe in the Meffiah, 


though the Gofpel had been preached to them 
plainly enough.® However, that God had not 
rejected all his people, but was ſtill fulfilling 
his promiſe upon many thouſand natural de- 

ſcendants of Abraham, who believed in the 
Meſſiah; and would in a future period fulfil 
them upon more; for that all Iſrael would be 
converted.b And he concludes with admiring 
the wile counſels of God. 


13. FRoM the Doctrine hitherto laid down, 


and particnlarly from this, that God has in 


2] ch. ix. 6-29. tel e. 3 eat 
Lo] Ch. xi. 1-337. (9 Ver, 33—end. 
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mercy accepted the G he argues that 

the Romans ſhould conſecrate and offer them- 

ſelves up wholly to God, This leads him to 

mention in n particular ſome Chriftian duties, d 
viz. 

14. HE exhorts them to be ſubject to ma- 
giſtrates;e the Jews at that time being given to 
ſedition. 

15 · To love one another heartily.f And, 

16. To abſtain from thoſe vices, which were 
conſidered as things iner ent e oe 
Gentiles.s 

17. HE exhorts the Jews and arial in 
the Chriſtian Church to brotherly unity. h 


18. HE concludes his Epiftle with an excuſe 
for having ventured to admoniſh tlie Romans, 
whom he had not converted; with an account of 
his journey to Jerufalem; and with ſome ſalu- 
tations to thoſe perſons, whom he meant to 
recommend to the Church at Rome.i 


Id] Ch. xii. . ; 
Cel Ch. xiii. 17. N Uf) Ver, 2—10. 
[s] Ver. i —end. | Th] Ch. xiv. 1—xv. 13. 


Li] Vide Michaelis. 


ß / RED a a 


CORINTHIANS. 


NORINTH was a _ and luxurious 
city, ſituated in Achaia, upon the Iſthmus 
or neck of land which joins Morea to the reſt 
of Greece. Near it were celebrated thoſe 
Iſthmian games to which St. Paul alludes in 
this Epiſtle. In this city St. Paul had ſpent 
two years, planting a Chriſtian church, which 
conſiſted, like moſt of the others, of a mixture 
of Jewiſh and Chriſtian converts. But having 
been abſent from them about three years, they 
were over-run with great diſorders, and ſplit 
into various ſets and factions. . 


Tuts occaſioned the following Epiſtle, 
which was written by St. PaurL, juſt before 
his departure from Epheſus,* about Eaſter! 
in the year of Chriſt LVII, in the third of the 
emperor Nero. It was intended, partly ta 


ſk] Ads xx. 31. 1 Cor. xvi. 8, 9. 

[1] So Michaelis infers from Ch. v. 7, 8 
yened,” which he interprets, Ye are now keeping the feaſt 
ef unleavened bread.” 


Dr. n dates this Epiſtle : a year ſooner. 
E3 correct 
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90 OF THE I. EPISTLE 


correct ſome . and Abuſes among 
the Corinthians, and partly to anſwer certain 


Queries they had propoſed to him. 
In his Introduction, m he expreſſes his a- 


tisfaction at all the good he knew of them, 
particularly at their having the giſt of the Holy 


Ghoſt for the confirmation of the. Goſpel. 
AND firft, he corrects their corruptions and 


abuſes. 
1. Hz rebukes the Sectaries among them, 


and defends himſelf againſt one or more falſe 
teachers, who had alienated moſt of the Co- 


rinthians from him. n 
2. HE conſiders the caſe of 2 notorious of. 


fender, who had married his father's wiſe, i. e. 
his own ſtep-mother : orders them to excom- 
municate this perſon, and to acknowledge no 


public fornicator as a brother.“ 
3. Hz reproves them for their covetous and 


litigious temper, which cauſed them to proſe- 
cute their Chriſtian brethren before heathen 


courts of judicature.p 
4. HE cautions them againſt fornication, a 


vice to which they had been extremely addicted 
before they were converted, and which ſome of 
them ftill reckoned among the things indiffer- 
ent, or which might be practiſed or let alone 
without breach of morality.4 


Im] Ch. i. 9. fo] E iv. end. 
ev. 13. [p] Ch. vi. 1-9. 
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1s the NEXT place be anſwers certain 
Queries they had propoſed. _ 

And, firſt, he determines. ſome queſtions 
relating to the mar lage ſtate. r 


2. HE inſtructs them how to act with re- 
ſpe to Idol-offerings.* It could not be un- 
lawful in itſelf to eat the meat which had been 
offered to Idols; for the conſecration of fleſh 
or wine to an Idol did not make it the pro- 
perty of the Idol, an Idol being nothing, and 
thereſore incapable of property.: But ſome 
Corinthians thought it lawſul to go to a feaſt 
in the Idol-temples, which at the ſame time 
were places of reſort for lewdneſs; and to eat 
the ſacrifices whilſt praiſes were ſung to the 
Idol., Fhis was publickly joining in the 
Idolatry.—He even adviſes to abſtain from 
ſuch participation as was lawful, rather than 
give offence to a weak brother; which he in- 
forces by his own example, who had abſtained 
from many lawful things, rather than create 
offence to the Goſpel. | 
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3. HE anſwers a third query, concerning $i 
the manner in which women ſhould deliver 4 
any thing in public, when called to it by a M 
divine impulſe. w And here he cenſures the » | 

Fr) Ch. vii. I—end. [e] Ch. viii. 1. Xi. 1. 1 

[t] Ch. x. 25—30. Lu] Ch. viii. 10. x. 20-22. i 

bv] Ch. xi. 2— 17. ver. 18—34. \ 
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unuſual dreſs of both 1 in propheſying, 
which expoſed them to the contempt. of the 
Greeks, among whom the men uſually went 
uncovered, and the women veiled. ' 

Hs alſo takes occafion here to alia the h 
irregularities committed at their love- feaſts, 
&c. and in the exerciſe of the extraordinary 
gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, &c. * 

4. Hz aſſerts the ReſurreQion of the dead; 
which ſome among the Corinthians doubted, 
and others denied.) > | . 

Hz then concludes with ſome direcllons to 
the Corinthian Church concerning the manner 
of collecting alms; promiſes chem a viſit; and 
ſalutes ſome of the members.: 


[x] Ch. xii, xiii- xiv. 6b b. r 
Le! Ch. xvi. Vid. Michaelis, | OOO, OL 


oy 


5b OP» 
THE SECOND EPISTLE To 
THE CORINTHIANS. 


T. Paul's firſt Epiſtle had ee dif. 
ferent effects among the CORINTHIANS 3; 


Many of them entered into themſelves ; they 


excommunicated the ineeſtuous man; requeſted 
St. Paul's return with tears, and vindicated 
him and his office againſt the falſe teacher and 
his adherents. Others of them fill adhered 
to that adverſary of St. Paul, expreſsly de- 
nied his Apoſtolical Office, and even furniſhed 
themſelves with pretended arguments from 
that Epiſtle. He had formerly promiſed to 
take a journey from Epheſas to Corinth, thence 
to vilit the. Macedonians, and return from 


them to Corinth.a But the unhappy flate of 


the Corinthian Church, made him alter his in- 
tention,Þ ſince he found he muſt have treated 
them with ſeverity. Hence his adverſaries 


partly argued, 1ſt, That St. Paul was irreſo- 


lute and unſteady ; and therefore could not be 
a prophet. Adly, The improbability of his 
ever coming to Corinth again, ſince he was 


afr aid of them. 5 


4 


[a] 2 Cor. . 15. 16. Ib] ver. 23· 


E. + Sous: 


> . * > — — 
— 5 ——ů 2 La — 5 . T1 #494. $4 he 333 r — 7 > 
7 .*--» E tC AIST rr 2 ! 


94 o THE II. EPISTLE 


SUCH was the ſtate of the Corinthian Church 
when St. Paul, after his departure from Ephe- 
ſus, having viſited Macedonia, e received an 
account of the above particulars from Titus, a | 
and therefore wrote them his ſecond Epiſtle 
about the end of the ſame year,e or the bog 
ning of LVIII. 


The Contents of this Epifile are theſe. 

1. HE gives the Corinthians an account of 
his ſufferings to that time, and of the comfort 
he derived from meditating on the Reſurrec- 


tion. f 
2. Hz vindicates himſelf againſt thoſe "4 
would not conſider him as a true Apoſtle be- 
cauſe he had altered his reſolutions. g | 
3. HE forgives the inceſtuous manh ; and 
tells the Corinthians how much he longed for 
their amendment. | 
4. HE treats of the office committed to him 
of preaching the Redemption; and highly pre- 
fers it to preaching the Law; to which pro- 
bably his adverſaries had made great pretences. 
They had ridiculed his ſufferings ; which he 
mes to be no diſgrace to the Goſpel or its 


[c} Acts xx. 1. 7a). 2 Con vii. 5, 6. 
fe} So Dr. Lardner, who dates it from Macedonia about 
Sept. or Oct. Lv11. 5 
[f] Ch. i. 1-11. Il ch. i. nam 4. 
bij Ch. ü. 5— 11. Ii] Ver. 12, 13. 
„ miniſters: 
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"ak. : — — bers he gives a ſhort abtrac) 


of the doctrine he preaches. 

5 Hz ſhews it to be bis office, not only to 
preach the Redemption by Chrift, but to in- 
culcate certain duties, and particularly that of 

flying from Idolatry (an oblique cenſure. of 
hoſe who attended ihe Idol- feaſts. I) 


6. HE endeavours once more to win their 


confidence, by telling them how affectionately 


he was diſpoſed towards them, and rejoiced at 
their amendment. m 

7. HE exhorts them to a ei collecion 
for the Chriſtians in Judea.n | 

8. HE vindicates himſelf againſt thoſe who 
thought him deficient in the evidences of his 
Apoſtleſnip, and imputed his caution, when 
at Corinth, to his conſciouſneſs of not being a 


true Apoſtle. o | „„ 
[k] ch. ii. 14. v. end. Mn ch. vi. 
Im] Ch. vii. 116. | In) Ch. viii. I. ix. 18. 


Lo] Ch. x. to the 88 Vid, Michaells, N 
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FRE; EPISTLE TO THE 
 GALATIANS, 


"HE i were deſcended from 1 
thoſe Gauls, who had formerly invaded 

rege and afterwards ſettled in Lower Aſia. 
St. Paul had preached the Goſpel among them 
in the year LI, ſoon after the council held at 
Jeruſalem. p Aſia ſwarmed at that time with 
zealots for the law of Moſes, who wanted to 
impoſe it upon the Gentiles. 4 Soon after St. 
Paul had left the Galatians, theſe falſe-teachers 
had got among them, and wanted them to be 
circumciſed, &c. This occaſioned the follow- 
ing Epiſtle, which an eminent critic er thinks 
was written in the ſame year, before St. Paul 
left Theſſalonica: though others o date it about 
the end of the year LII, or in the very begin- 
ning of LIII, before St. Paul ſet out to go to 
Jeruſalem by way of Epheſus. | 


Tux ſubject of this Epiſtle is much the 
fame with that of the Epiftle to the Romans; 
only this queſtion is more particularly conſi- 


ppl Aas xvi 6 Ia] Ads xv. 1. 
I Michaelis. Isel Dr. Lardner, &c. 
1 dered 
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dered — 5 6 Whether FO Tae Yai and the 
&« full obſervance of the Levitical Law, were 
e neceſſary to the ſalvation of a Chriſtian con- 
ee yerte: + * - 

IT ſeems, theſe Judaizing Chriſtians, RE 
indirect views St. Paul expoſes t, at firſt only 
laboured to repreſent e as neceflary 
to ſalvation, without obliging the Gentiles to 


obſerve the whole Levitical Law; u yet they 


inſiſted upon the Chriftians recelving the we ewiſh 
feſtivals and ſabbatical years. 

Tu IR principal Arguments were, 

1. TAT the Apoſtles at Jeruſalem, St. 
Peter in particular, and the whole Church at 
Jeruſalem, conſidered Circumciſion as neceſ- 
fary; that St. Paul was only a deputy from 
that Church, and his doctrine only to be re- 
garded ſo far as it agreed with that of the 
church of Jeruſalem.” This obliged St. Paul 
to declare, not only that the Apoſtles at Jeru- 
ſalem perfectly concurred with him, but alſo 
that he was an immediate Apoftle of Chriſt. 

2. © Taar St. Paul himſelf had changed his 
opinion, and now preached up the Levitical 


Laws.” They urged perhaps that he had cauſed 
Timothy to be circumciſed Juſt before he came 


to them. Y 


[t] Ch. vi. 12, 13. 
u] Ads xv. 1. Gal. v. 3. 9. 
195 Ch. iv. 10. 
Gal. i. 8. 10. v. 11. 01 AQs xvi. 3. Gal. ii. 3. 


3. That 
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3. Tuar all the promise of God were 
made to the ſons of Abraham; and that who- 
ever would partake of Abraham's bleſſing, muſt, 
like him, be circumciſed. 3 This is objection he 
fully anſwers. 2 

4. That Iſaiah oretlg an approaching 
converſion of the Heathens, and © promiſed 
children from among them to Sion, or Jeruſa- 
lem; and therefore, if the Gentiles defired to 
be children of the church of Jeruſalem, they 

ought to conform to the rites of that church.” 
In anſwer to this the Apoſtle ſhews, that theſe 
children were not promiſed to the Jewiſh, but 
to the ancient or Jebuſite Jeruſalem. | 

Sr. PavL frequently directs Chriſtians to 
bear with the weakneſs of thoſe Jewiſh con- 
verts who obſerved the Levitical Law.b But 
the Galatian Church confiſted of Gentiles; 
and the whole import of this Epiſtle 1 is, that 
they ſhould not be circumciſed. 

IN the two laſt chapters are ſome practical 
exhortations, deſigned chiefly againſt the ani- 

© mokities and partialities W theſe diſputes 


had bred among them. 


Iz] Gal. iii. 7. iv. 18. | 


[a] Ch. iv. 19—31. The words, ver. 2g, © Sinai ! is a mount 
in Arabia,” are thought to be a gloſs crept into the text. 
Ib! Rom. xiv. Act xi. 25,24. 26, 
O0 


O F 


THE EPISTLE 10 THE 
EPHESIANS. 


PHESUS was the chief city of all Aſia 
on this fide Mount Taurus. St. Pau 
had paſſed through it in the year Liv, but 
without making any flay. © The following 
year he returned to Epheſus again, and ſtayed 
there three years.d During his abode there, 
he compleated a very flouriſhing church of 
Chriſtians; the firſt foundations of which had 
been laid by ſome inferior teachers. As Epheſus 
was frequented by perſons of diſtinction from 
all parts of Aſia-minor, St. Paul took the 
opportunity of preaching in the ancient coun- 
tries; e and the other churches of Aſia were 
_ confidered as the daughters of the church of 
Epheſus ; ſo that an Epiſtle to the Epheſians 
was, in effect, an Epiſtle to the other churches 
of Aſia at the ſame time. | 
In the year LxI, St. Paul was carried Pri- 
ſoner to Rome for the firſt time; and during 
his confinement there, which was not very 


le] Ads xviii. 19—21. [d] ch. xix. le] Ver. 10. 
cloſe, 
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cloſe,f by wrote the Fpiſtles to . 


the COLOSSIANS, the EPHESIANS, and PHI 


LIPPIANS. 


Hence all theſe Epiſtles bear ſo SR a re- 


ſemblanee in their ſtyle and manner. Of tlieſe 
four, a learned writer 8 thinks the Epiſtle to 


the ErnkslANs was firſt written by the Apoſ- 


tle in the ſpring A. D. Lx1, as ſoon as con- 
veniently could be, after his friends at Rome 
had taken a TORT for him, and he was ſet- 
it, 

Tunis Epiſtle was intended to eſtabliſh the 
EPHESIANS in the faith; and to this end, To 
give them more exalted views of the loye of 
God, and of the excellence and dignity of 
_ Chriſt; To ſhew them they were ſaved by 


grace, and that the Gentiles (however wretched 


they had been once) had now equal privileges 
with the Jews; To encourage them, by de- 


claring with what ſteadineſs he (St. Paul) ſuf- 


fered for the truth, and with what earneſtneſs 
he prayed for their eſtabliſhment and perſe- 
verance init; And finally to engage them to 
the practice of thoſe duties, which became 


them as Chriſtians.h 


It ] Acts xxviii. 31. 82. hs r g] Dr. Lardner, 
Ih] Vid. Dodderidge. | 
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Tun city of, Epnzsus was diſtinguiſhed by - 
peculiar vices and fins, which are alluded to 


in this Epiſtle, and in thoſe to TiMotar. 
1. Ir was the genuine ſeat of the idola- 


trous worſhip of Diana, who was called 


rar, or the Saviour Goddeſs: in oppo- 


fition to which St. Paul calls the true Deity 
EQTHP, or the Saviour Bod, i in his Epiſtle to 


Timothy. i 


2. Tux Epheſians were remarkable for the ; 


practice of ſuperſtitious arts.« 

3. Taz were vain in their dreſs. i 

4. Tux v were remarkable for lewdneſs and 
drunkenneſs, and glor ied ! in i of lan- 
guage m : 

Ax eminent critic n thinks the Chriſtians of 
Eobkebip were. alſo tainted with the errors of 
the Eſſenes; an account of which the Reader 


will find below, in the Introduction to the 


FIRST EyiSTLE to TIMOTHY. 


| n Tim. i i. I. N. . 
=y 40. Tir 18, 19. III See 1 Tim. i. 9, 10. 
r m Spb. ch. 7. 
{al M, . Michaels See his LeQures on the New Teſtament. 
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THE EPISTLE To THE 
PHILIPPIANS. 


P#1Liye: was a city of no great 

extent, in Macedonia, near the borders 
of Thrace. The Chriſtian religion was firft 
_ planted there about the year LI, by St. Paul, o 


who left St. Luke and Timothy to carry on 


the work. He afterwards paid them a ſecond 


viſit, p and it is probable, ſaw them after wards. 


a third time. 


Tunis Epiſtle was fas at the ſame time 


with the preceding, viz. A. D. LXII1 or LX111. 
The deſign of it ſeems to be, To comfort 
the Philippians under the concern they had 
expreſſed for his impriſonment at Rome; "Jp 


check a party ſpirit that had crept in among 


them; and to promote on the contrary an 
intire union and harmony of affection; To 
guard them againſt being ſeduced from the 
purity of the Chriftian faith -by judaizing 
teachers; To ſupport them under the trials 
with which they ftruggled; And, above all, 
to inſpire them with a concern to adorn their 
holy pr oteſſion by the moſt eminent attain- 
ments in the divine life. q 


[0] Ads xvi. [p] AQts xxi, 6. 
la! Vid. Dodderidge. 


2 PA my — „ ˙ — „ — — »_ — 


hn AY A A A \dutC 


O F 


THE EPISTEE TOME + 
COLOSSIANS. 


OLOSSE (or, as it was a 
written, Colaſſæ) was a conſiderable city 
of Phrygia- in Aſia- minor. St. Paul himſelf 
| had not been at this city when he wrote this 
| KF Epiſtle, © though he had ſome years before | 
| _ travelled through Phrygia. However, Epa- + 
, phras had founded a Chriſtian Church at 
Coloſſe, and probably in the neighbouring 
cities of Laodicea and Hierapolis.® It is pro- 
bable that ſome Coloſſians, who had heard 
St. Paul preach at Epheſus, * might be con- 
verted by him; and among them PH1LEMON, 
to whom St. Paul addreſſed his Epittle fo 
intituled. _ | 


Now the Churches of Coloſſe, Laodicea, and 
Hierapolis, were expoſed to more imminent 
danger of being ſeduced by ' falſe teachers, 
as they had not received the Goſpel imme- 
diately from an Apoſtle, but from Epaphras; 
and as they might queſtion, whether Epa- 
phras did not err in ſome reſpects: this OC- 


2 Eb [s] Col. i. 7. iv. 22, 13. 
| Ui Acts xix. 10. 
caſioned 


104 OF THE EPISTLE, Kc. 


calfioned St. Paul's angdety for them, u and 
induced him to confitm the Doctrine of Epa- 


phras by this Epiſtle, * which was written 


from Rome about the ſame time with the 
preceding, A. D. LxII or Lx111. A learned 
writer“ thinks this and the Epiſtle to Phi- 
' LEMON were ſent away together by Tychicus 


and Oneſimus, although that to Philemon WAS | 


Probably. firſt delivered. 


Taz more immediate occaſion of writing 


to the Coloſſians, was an Epiſtle St. Paul 
had received FROM the Laodiceans, which 
an eminent Critic * thinks contained ſome 


written queries relating to the doQrines of 
the Eſſenes, and this Epiſtle was intended 


to anſwer them. What thoſe Doctrines were, 
ſee in the Introduction to the FIRST EPISTLE 
To TI Mor. 


This Epiſtle to the Coloſſians is ſo like that 


to the Epheſians, both in language and con- 
tents, that the one will 8 illuſtrate the 
other. 


[u] Col. ii. 1. | [w] Col. i. 7. iv. 12, 13. 


| [x] Lardner. See alſo Michaelis, | 
[y] Ch. iv. 16. Ilia] Michaelis. 
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THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE 


THESSALONIANS. : 


 HESSALONICA was in St. Paur's 


time the capital of Macedonia. St. 
Pau L had preached the Goſpel there in the 


year LI: * ſome few among the Jews received 


the Goſpel; but a great multitude of thoſe 


Heathens, who confefled one only true God, d 


became converts to Chriſt. Hence the majo- 


rity of the Church confiſted of native Hea- 


thens, who had formerly been Idolaters ©. 
The Jews, ever jealous of the admiſſion of the 
Gentiles to the ſame privileges with them- 
ſelves, raiſed fuch a diſturbance, that St. Paul, 
with Silas, was obliged ſuddenly to withdraw: 
they even purſued him to Berea. He left 


Silas and Timothy there, and fled to Athens, 
ordering them to follow him. 4 Timothy 
did not long continue there with St. Paul, 


but was ſent back to Theſſalonica, and, 


ſa] Acts xvii. 
lb] Tec EMArsg. 
le] 1 Theſſ. i. 9. 
[d] As xvii. 14, 15. — 
Le] 1 Theſſ. iii. I, Ss 
when 
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when he returned, found St. Paul at Corinth; 

where he reſided a; year and half; f and in 
the former part of that time this Epiſtle was 
probably written, viz. about A. D. LII. 


WIT regard to the ſtate of the Church of 


Theſſalonica, the knowledge of which is re- 
quiſite to underſtand theſe two Epiſtles, 


1. Ir conlifted chiefly of Gentiles, and of 


ſome Jewiſh members. It is probable that 


the Teachers mentioned a the fifth Chapter 8 
were converts from Judaiſm ; at leaſt, ſuch 


Greeks as had before n to the 


Jewiſh religion. 


2. Tais Church being ſtill in its infancy, 
and oppreſſed by the powerful Jews, required 
to be eftabliſhed in the faith. St. Paul there- 
fore in the three firſt Chapters endeavours 
to convince the Theſſalonians of the truth 
and divinity of his Goſpel, both by the mira- 
culous gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, which had 
been imparted ; and by his own conduct when 
among them. 


3. AN error prevailed with reſpect to the 


doctrine of the laſt Judgment. The Theſ- 


[f] St. Paul came there before the end of the year 51, and 
ſtaid till the beginning of 53. Lardner, 
le] r 12. a 


ſalonians, 
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THESSALONIANS. | 10 


falonians, ke" mof of the primitive Chrifſti- | 
ans, thought the day of Judgment would hap- 


pen in their time. They imagined thoſe, who 


lived to ſee it take place, would have great 
advantage over the deceaſed faithful ; which 
was probably to conſiſt on their entering im- 
mediately on the Millennium. This error he 
combats in the fourth Chapter. 

4. SOME of this Church who refuſed to 
ſabje& themſelves to the teachers, had at the 
ſame time given themſelves up to diſorder ; 
and they feem to have carried on this unruli- 
neſs, under a pretence of teaching or edify- 
ing others: On this account the Apoſtle gives 


the admonitions in the fifth Chapter. 


- _ 
* 
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THE SECOND EPISTLE TO THE 
THESSALONIANS. 


| 1 Seodbd Epitile-to the Theſſalonians 

was ſent from Corinth ſoon after the 
firſt, viz..A. D. LII. St. Paul found the 
Theſſalonians ftill conſidered the day of Judg- 
ment as at hand, and that the diſorders before 
reproved were {till carried on among them. 
He therefore in this ſecond Epiſtle ſhews, that 
the laſt day was ftill diſtant, from ſome prophe- 
cies not yet fulfilled ; and gives them more 
particular directions how to conduct them- 

{elves towards thoſe diſorderly perſons. 

M. Michaelis thinks that 2 Theſſ. ii. 2. 
refers to ſome Epiſtles forged in St. Paul's 
name to propagate the above error; and to 
certain calculations and falſe prophecies P- 
\ 0214 wi to the ſame purpoſe. | 


or 
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Acts of the Apoſtles, i and in other 
pale of the New Teſtament, & from which he 
appears to have been a youth of moſt excel- 
lent qualities, and almoſt conftantly _ com- 
W of St. Pau. 1 
Tais Firſt Epittle to him is by Sg! 45. 
ted, A. D. Lx, but dy others on better 
grounds! about A. D. LVI, or LVITI, at the 
time of St. Paul's) journey into Macedonia 
This Apoſtle being obliged to retire from 
Erugsus earlier than he intended, on account 
of the inſurrection raiſed by Demetrius, © left 


Timothy behind him, to reſtore perfect order 


in the Church, to fill the Eccleſiaſtical n 
| and to bak ke we me Teachers. $8374 8 


tip Fg? 3. C 
| i} 2 Tim. i. 5. Acts iv. 2 Tits. ili. LO, 11. 1 Tim. iv. 
Me 2 Tim. i. 6. 1 Tim. iv. 12, Heb. xiii. 23. See alſo the 
addreſs to 2 Cor. Philipp. Coloſſ. 1 and 2 Theſſ. Philem. 
Ii] See Michaelis, Lardner. The place where this Epiſtle 
was written is not certainly agreed; though it is likely St. 
Paul was either in Macedonia, or near it, ns 
Im] Acts xx. 1 . 
In] Acts xix. „ 


'E have an account of THI in the 
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As Tome of Ibo 1 wood not obey 
him, and others attempted to force themſelves 
upon him as Biſhops and Miniſters, St. Paul 
wrote this Epiſtle, which he. might lay be- 
fore them as his commiſſion: So that it is ra- 
ther to the EPHESIANS than to TimoTar.® 


AN eminent Critic p thinks this firſt Epiſ- 
tle to Tixnoru v, and thoſe to the Epnz- 
SIANS and CoLoSSIANS, were levelled againſt 
certain errors prevalent among them, which 
the EssENESs (a Jewiſh ſet). had borrowed 
from oriental Philoſophers: They held, 1. That 
God was furrounded by Demons or Angels, 
who were mediators with God, and therefore 
to be worſhipped. 2. That the ſoul is defiled 
by the body; that all bedily enjoyments hurt 
the ſoul; which they believed to be immortal, 
though they ſeem to have denied the refurreQion 
of the body, as it would only render the ſoul 
{inful by being reunited to it. 3. That there 
was a great myflery in numbers, particularly 
in the number Seven; they therefore attri- 
buted 2 natural holineſs to the Seventh or 
Sabbath day, which they obſerved more firitly 
than the other Jews. They ſpent their time 

moftly i in contemplation. abſtained from mar- 
riage, and every gratification of the fenſes; 


[0] See 1 Tim. i. 3. 16. iv. 6. 12, 13. v. 23. I 
[p] M. Michaelis. i 


1 
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uſed lt. and thought it finful to touch | 


| certain things; regarded wine as poiſon, Se. 
' In oppoſition to theſe, St. Paul, in theſe 
three Epiſtles, ſhews the ſuperiority of Chrift 


to the Angels, and warns Chniftians againft 
worſhipping them. He cenſures the obſerya- 


tion of Sabbaths; rebukes thoſe, who for- 
dade marriage, and the touching of certain 


things; and who delivered commandments of 


men concerning meats, and prohibited them. 
He permits Timothy to drink wine; blames 
thoſe who abſtain from nouriſhing their 
bodies; and enjoys bodily exerciſe. 1 e cau- 


tions againſt a Philoſophy, which teaches all | 


theſe things; and againtt perſons, who aſſume 
a great appearance of wildom and virtue. 


He delivers Hymenzeus over to Satan, be- 


cauſe he pretended there was no reſurrection 
of the fleſh. 


of the Eſſenes had found their way into theſe 


churches through Apollos, q who was of | 


Alexandria, in the ee of which 
Eſſenes prevailed; and alſo thror -þ the twelve 
Chriſtians mentioned in Ads xk, © who ap- 


pear but imperiefly acquainted with the | 


Chriſtian deQrines. He conjectures that ** the 
vagabond Jews, Exorciſts,“ were of this ſect. 
19 * Acts Auiii. 24. xix. 17. [x Ver. 15. 05] Ver. 13. 
25 3 | | o * 


Tux ſame learned writer thinks the errors 
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THE SECOND "EPISTLE To 
"36 TIMOTHY. 


HIS Epilile, according to ſome, Criticst, 

was written by St. Paul, at Rome, 
during | his firſt impriſonment there, and was 
fent to TiMoTuay in the ſummer of the year 
Lx1. But others u rather think it was written 
during the Apoſtle's laſt impriſonment there, 
not very lang before he ſealed the truth with 
His blood; which is commonly Hoe about 
A. D. LxvVI or LXVII. 

Tur TIMorux was at Epheſus, or in 
Leſſer Aſia, when this Epiſtle was ſent to him, 
appears from the frequent mention in it of 
perſons reſiding at Epheſus. The falſe teachers 
*who had before thrown this church into con- 
fuſion, grew every day worſe: inſomuch tha 
not only Hymenzus, but Philetus, another 
Epheſian heretic, now denied the Reſurree- 
tion of the dead. They were led into this 
error by a diſpute about words. At firſt they 
- annexed various Improper 9 
£2860 Dr. — lu] So M. Michaelis, and others. 

| - | t9 
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to = word Reſurrection, till at laſt hd a 
nied the thing; pretending that the Reſurrec- 
tion of the dead was only a Reſurrection from 
the death of ſin, and ſo was already paſt. This 
error was probably derived from the eaſtern 
philoſophy, which placed the origin of ſin in 
the body. This Epiſtle conſiſts chiefly of affec- 
tionate - advices to T1MoTHaY, thenceforward- 
to be active in oppoſing thoſe. falſe teachers, 
and in propagating the Goſpel. 
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THE EPISTLE TO TITUS. 


"HIS may be called an Epiſtle to the CRE- 
TANS. For St. PavL meant not ſo 
much te inſtruct Titus, as to furniſh him with 
a rule to lay before the Cretans, to which he 
might appeal, whenever unworthy and unqua- 
tified perſons attempted to obtrude themſelves 
mto the Epiſcopal office. 
 TaTvs was a Greek, w and probably owed 
dis converſion to St. Paul;x who, fourteen 
pyears aſter, took him with him to Jeruſalem, 
10 the great council held there in the year 
-ZLiXx. And as Titus was of Gentile parents, 
St. Paul would not ſuffer him to be circum- 
ciſed, that he might not abridge the liberty of 
the Gentile converts.) Some years after, St. 
Paul diſpatched him to Corinth, to bring him 
an account of the ſtate of that Church; and 
afterwards ſent him thither again, to baſten the 
collection for the poor Chriſtians in Judea.* | 
Aſter this we hear no more of him, till he is 
mentioned in this Epiſtle as having been with 
St. Paul in Crete. | 


fx} Gal. ii. 3. (x) Tit. l. . yl Gal. ii. —3. 
Lal 2 Cor. xii. 18. vii. & th Ja] Ch. viii. 6. 


Tuls 


OF THE EPISTLE, Ac. 116 


Tws Epifile; acconifing- to Dr. Lardner, 
Fas written towards the end of the year LVI, 
while St. Paul was in Macedonia, or near it. 
But M. Michaclis and others think it was 
more probably written in St. Paul's laſt pro- 
greſs through the Afiatic Churches, between 
is firſt and ſecond impriſonment at Rome; 
though the preciſe year they are not able to 
determine. Titus had been left at Crete, to 
ſettle the Church which St. Paul had probably 
eſtadliſhed there in bis firſt journey to Rome, b 
and afierwards.* The Churches in Crete had 
not hitherto had any Biſhops and Miniſters: 
Titus was toe appoint them; but he was to be 
upon his guard againſt ſome of the circumci- 

fion, who aſpired to eccleſiaſtical offices. 


Taz Ifland of CxETE was the parent of 
Roman and Greek Idolatry; and the Cretans 
fo far excelled other nations in inventing Gods, 
that they were called Taz Liaxs. They 
were alſo diſtinguiſhed for unnatural vices and 
a ſpirit of ſedition. 

Tax Cretan converts to Chriſtianity were 
indeed obliged to forſake Idolatry and the 
worſhip of Images: but as the Cretans were 
Egyptians by deſcent, and had long inte;- 
mixed the whims of Egyptian philoſpphy with 


[d] Ads xxvii. 8, 5 le) Tit. 1. 5. | 
1 Judaiſm, 
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Judaiſm, and as they had embraced Chriſti- 
anity very early, no Church was in greater 
danger of adopting the abſurd and heathen 
genealogies of God, of his only begotten, Son,, 
and of the ones. Hence St. . warns 


them againſt i theſs errors. d F KY 
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EPISTLE To PHILEMON: 
HILEMON. HIRE 10 Have den E 4 


ftantial man at Coloſſe, who had a ſpaci- 


ous houſe, in Whicli a part of the Chriſtian 
Church aſſembled, and in which travelling 


Chriſtians were entertained.® The want of 
public inns among the ancients made this hoſ- 
pitality needful; and it was particularly en- 
joined to Chriſtians, to receive one another 
hoſpitably: but, as every individual was not in 
a condition to entertain Chriſtian- ſtrangers, 
the Churches ſeem to have appointed one or 
more of their principal members for this ꝑur- 
poſe. f This Was the office of Deacons, ſo that 
Philemon had an office i in the Church; and in- 
deed he is by ſome of the ancients entitled 


Biſhop of Coloſſe. Whatever his miniſteriat 
office was, he is by St. Paul called © his fellow- 
labourer.“s His ſon Archippus, to whom 
this Epiſtle is alſo. addrefled, had juſt before 
been Deacon in the church of Coloſſe;b he is 
accordingly mentioned with honour by St. Paul, 

who not only. ſtiles him his follow-lahovrer 
like his father, but alſo his fellow ſoldier. 


ſe] Ver. 22. [c] Rom. xvi. 24. le] ver. 1; 2. 
| {hJ_Col. iv. 17. a ; 95 
K 5. PuiliMoN 
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mane ſeems to hve bn one of St. 
Paul's firſt fruits of the Church of Epheſus, 
and not to have been converted like the reſt by 
Epaphras, but by St. Paul himſelf i; having 
probably come te . while: St. Paul was 
there. | 


Tars- Epiſtle was written from Rome . 
the ſame time with the Epiſtles to the Coloſ- 
fians, Philippians, &c.) about A. D. Lx11,. or 
LxIII. The occaſion of it was this: Onefi- 
mus, Philemon's ſlave, had robbed. him, and 
fled to Rome. There St. Paul meeting with 
him, converted him to the Chriſtian Faith, 
and, having kept him ſome time to be ſatisfied 
of his reformation, fends him back to his maſ- 
ter with this letter;. which has always been 
admired for its delicacy of ſentiment and maf- 
terly addreſs, and may be. conſidered as a fine 


model of Epiſtolary hin. 


. | or 
FHE EPISTLE TO 1 
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(HIS Apoſtolic letter , according to the, 
beit authors, both ancient and modern, 
Was the genuine work of St. PauLzk and, 
according to the ancients, was originally 
written in the Hebrew or Syriac language; 
out of which it was tranflated into Greek by 
ſome Apoſtolic perſon, - who is believed to 


have been either St- Luke or Clement. Some 


eminent Critics, however, among the mo- 
derns, find reaſorr to think our prefent Greek 
copy was not a tranſlation, but the original; 
and that the ancients. were miſtaken in ills 
reſpect. 70 | 
St. Paul, contrary to his uſual * did 
not prefix his name to this Epiſtle, for a very 
obvious reafcn, that he might not too early 
awaken the prejudices conceived againſt him 
by the Jewiſh converts, which might have led 
them to throw it aſide unperuſed. It was writ- 
ten towards the end of (or ſoon after) _ Paul's 


mM Many ell of this may be colleted fon this Exittle | 
it'elf. It is evident, from Chap. ii. 3, that the writer was not 
one of Chriſt's Diſciples, See Dr. Lardner, who has fully 
diſcuſſed this — and finds reaſon to give it to St. Paul. 


im priſonment 
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imprifonment at 8 uh D. LxII 11, to th 

converted Jews of Paleſtine, here called He- 

brews, as. diſtinguiſhed from the Helleniſts, or 
foreign Jews. A ſevere: perſecution had de- 
prived them of the Apoſtle St. James, and 
had rendered almoſt that whole church waver- 
ing in the faith. To confirm ſome, and to 
recover others from their apoſtacy, was the 
purport of this Epiſtle. 


As the zealous defenders of the Moſaie e 
would naturally inſiſt on the divine authority 
of Moſes, on the majeſty and glory attending 
its promulgation by the miniſtry of Angels, 
and the great privileges it afforded thoſe who 
adhered to it: The Apoſtle ſhews, 


1. Tur in all theſe ſeveral articles Chriſ- 
tianity had an infinite ſuperiority to the Law. 
Tus Topic he purſues from. Chap. i. to 
4 wherein he reminds the believing He- 
brews of the extraordinary favour ſhown them 
by God, in ſending them a Revelation by his 
awn Son, whoſe Glory was far ſuperior to 
that of Angels; m very naturally inferring 
from hence, the danger of deſpiſing Chriſt on 
account of his humiliation, which, in perfect 
conſiſtence with his dominion over the work 


0m Ch. 1. 34. xii. TY 23+ lan ch. i i. ; throughout. | 
| | | to 


TO THE HEBREWS. ak 


to come, was voluntarily ſubmitted to by 
him for wiſe and important reaſons; particu- 
larly to deliver us from the fear of death, and 
to encourage the freedom of our acceſst o 


God.n With the ſame view, he magnifies -|| 


CuRIsT as ſaperior ts Moss their great 
legiſlator; and from the | puniſhment infligted 
on thoſe who rebelled againſt the authority of 
Moſes, infers the danger of contemning the 
| promiſes of the Goſpel.“ And as it was an 
ealy tranſition to call to mind on this occaſion 
that Reſt in Canaan, to which the authority 
inveſted in Moſes was intended to lead them; 
the Apoſtle hence cautions them againſt un- 

belief, as what would prevent their entering 
into a ſuperior ſtate of Reſt to what the Jews 
ever enjoyed.P This caution is ſtill further 
inforced by awful views of God's omniſcience, 
and a lively repreſentation of the High-Prieft- 
hood of Chriſt. 4 In the next place he inti- 
mates the very hopeleſs ſituation of thoſe who 
apoſtatiſe from Chriſtianity; r and then, for 
the comfort and confirmation of ſincere be- 
lievers, diſplays to them the goodneſs of God, 
and his faithful adherence to his holy engage- 
ments; the performance of which is ſealed by 


fn] Ch. ii. throughout. Lo] Ch. iii. 113. 
1 Hp iii. 14. iv. 11. Ia Ch. iv. 13. v. 14. 
10 vi. 1—9. 3 8 $3 
the 
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the entrance of Chriſt into Heaven as our 
Forerunner.s Still further to illuſtrate the 
character of our Lord, he enters into a 
parallel between him and Melchizedec, as to 
their title and deſcent; and, from inſtances 
wherein the Prieſfthood of Melchizedec excel- 

led the Levitical, infers that the Glory of the 
Prieſthood of Chriſt ſurpaſſed that under 
the Law.t From theſe premiſes the Apoſtle 
argues, that the Aaronical Prieſthood was not 
only excelled, but conſummated by that of 
Chriſt, to which it was only introductery and 
ſubſervient; and of courſe, that the obli- 
gation of the Law was henceforth diflolved.u; 
Then re-capitulating what he had already 
demonſtrated concerning the ſuperior dignity 
of Chriſt's Priefthood, he thence illuſtrates the 
diſtinguiſhed excellence of the New Covenant, 
as not only foretold by. Jeremiah, but evi- 
dently enriched with much better promiſes 
than the Old: » Explaining further the doc- 
trine of the Prieſthood and interceſſion of 
Chriſt, by comparing it with what the Jewiffi 
High-Prieſts did on the great day of atone- 
ment. Afterwards he enlarges on the neceſ- 
fity of ſhedding Chriſt's blood, and the ſuf- 


fs] ch. vi. 9, to the end. | Tt] Ch. vii. 1—17. 
[v] Ch. vii. 18, to the end. w] Ch. viii. throughont; . 
[x] Ch. ix. 114. Teh hs | | 

ficicney 
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ficiency of the atonement made by it and 
proves that the legal Ceremonies could not by + 
any means purify the confcience ; whence he 
infers the inſufficiency of the Moſaic Law, 
and the neceflity of looking beyond it 2: He 
then urges the Hebrews to improve the privi. 
leges which ſuch an High-Prieſt and Covenant 
conferred on them, to the purpoſes of ap- 
proaching God with confidence, to a conſtant 
attendance on his worſhip, and moſt bene vo- 
lent regards to each other. a ; 

The Apoftle having thus obviated the in- 
ſinuations and objections of the Jews; for 
the ſatisfaction and eſtabliſhment of the be- 
lieving Hebrews, proceeds 


H. To prepare and fortify their minds 
againſt the ſtorm of perſecution, which in part 
had already befallen them, and was likely to 
continue, and be often renewed. He re- 
minds them of thoſe extremities they had en- 
dured, and of the fatal effects which would 

attend their Apoſtacy: b calling to their re- 
membrance the eminent examples of faith and 
fortitude exhibited by Holy Men and recorded 
in the Old Teftament.© He concludes his 
diſcourſe with glancing at many other iluſ- 


Iy] Ch. ix. 15, to the end. Iz] ch. x. 15. 

| Fa] Ch. x. 15—25, [d) Ch. x. 26, to the end. 
el ch. xi, 149. Dh 
| trious 
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trious Worthies; and, beſides thoſe recorded 
in Scripture, refers to the caſe of ſeveral, whe: 
ſuffered under the perſecution of Antiochus 


Epiphanes. 2 Maccab. chap. viii. &e. 


Havinc thus finiſhed the argumentative 


part of the Epiſtle, the Apoſtle proceeds to a | 


general APPLICATION; in which he exhorts 
the Hebrew Chriſtians to patience, peace, 
and holineſs;* cautions them againſt ſecular 
views and Tenſual gratifications, by laying 
before them the incomparable excellence of 
the bleflings introduced by the Gofpet, which. 
even the Jewiſh CEconomy, glorious and mag-"- 
nificent as it was, did by no means equal;® 
exhorts them to brotherly affection, purity;- 
compathon, dependance on the divine care,, 
tedfaſtneſs in the profeiſion of the truth, a. 
life of thankfulneſs to God, and bene volence 
to man: e and concludes the whole with re- 
commending their pious miniſters. to their. 
particular regard,  intr eating their prayers, 
ſaluting them, and Pronouncing on them a. 
ſolemn benediction. | ; 


Id YE 30. Xii. 2. el ch xn. 37 51 
J] Ch. xii. 15-29. ſs] Ch. xiii. wt, 
+1 — l.. mn 


OF 


or 


THE CATHOLIC. EPISTLE. 
+ 87. JAMES: t 


HIS and the fallowiin Epiſtles are e pro- 3 


bably called CaTyoLic or GENERAL, 

| Pecs moſt of them were written, not to par- 
ticular churches, but to the Faithful di 1 
throughout whole countries. The sT ON 
and HT AD ETSsTEEs of St. Jous are added 
to them, only" decauſe they were written by 
the fame hand that wrote the firft, and would 
have been loft had they been copied ſeparately. '' FF 


' Taxs-Rpiſilewas written by St. Jamss THE, 

| Lzss, the ſon of Alpheus or Cleophas, filed; 
the brother, i. e. kinſman, of our Lord, who. 
Ratedly reſided at Jeruſalem, and is faid by the 

ancients to have been the firſt Biſhop of that 

City: where he is believed to have ſuffered 

martyrdom in the former part of the year 

LXI1; and to have written this Epittle a ſhort 

time before his death: which a learned writer i 
thinks might be partly occaſioned by the offence 
taken at this Apoſtolic letter. 


[i] Dr. Lardner. 
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Fe] 1s 3 e e to 1 5 addreſſed on 


to the Jewiſh Converts to Chriſtianity diſ- 
perſed abroad in the more diſtant regions: 


and that the Apoſtle's defign is partly to ex- 


hort the Chriſtian Converts to conſtancy in 


ſuffering, and partly to warn them againſt 


certain Jewiſh vices. 


Bor Dr., LARDNER thinks that this Epiſtle 


E Wal written to all Jews, of every denomination 
throughout the world, whether Chriſtians or 


otherwiſe: for this - reaſon, the Apoſtle does | 
not wiſh them grace or-peace from Jeſus Chriſt, 
though he does not diſſemble his own Charac- 
ter; nor does he conclude with any Chriſtian. 
benediQtion : And though a large part of the 


Epiſtle is applicable: to Chriſtians, there are 


[- addreſſed er Jews. 


{x} nr 10. Ch. v. —6, we. 


or 


ſeveral paragraphs, which ſoon particularly 


Ergo Bagg bzrrr. y 


o | 
THE FIRST. Is TIER 
___ QF UP FRATAK - | 
P HIS Apoſtolic Letter is ; is probably ad- 


dreſſed to ſuch Gentiles as had forſaken 
Idolatry and believed in the true God, without 


Having been circumeiſed, and who afterwards 
became Chriſtians; ſuch as Cornelius the Cen- 
turion, i. e. Chriſtians from among the Pro- 


 ſelytes: Elect (or declared to he fuch} 


* through ſandtification of the Spirit.“ The 
whole Epiſtle abounds in aſſurances that theſe 
converts were regenerate and become children 
of God; without Levitical facrifices,” mately” 

through Chriſt, 
Furs Epiftle was written from a city called 


by St. Peter BaBYLoN: this ſome think to 


have been Babylon in Aﬀyria, which, though 
demolifhed, might poffibly have fome few 


 Chriftians in its neighbourhood; however the 
generality, both ancients and moderns, ſuppoſe 
it to have been à figurative name for Rome. 
But M. Michaelis propoſes a query, Whether 
Jeruſalem might not be ſhadowed under that 
name: He alſo thinks it was written io early 


EI] Vid. ch. i. 2. compared with AQs x. 44—4]- Xi. 1517. 
| , 28 
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as the year xLIx, ſoon after the great Council: 
held there. But the more received opinion is, 
that it was much later; either in the: year 
LXIII or LXIV;; or at lateſt Lx vm. | 
Sr. PETzR's chief deſign is, To confirm the 
doctrine of St. Paul, which the falſe teachers 
pretended he was _oppoling ; and to aſſure the 
Proſelytes, that they ſtood jn the true grace of 
God.® With this view he calls them elect, and 
mentions, that they had been declared ſuch by 


the effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt upon them.“ 


He aſſures them that they were regenerate 


without circumciſion; merely through the Goſ- 


pel and Reſurrection of Chriſt; p and that their 
ſufferings were no argument of their being un- 
der the diſpleaſure of God, as the Jews ima- 
gined.d He recommends it to them, to hope 
for grace to the end. He teſtifies, that they 
were not redeemed by the Paſchal Lamb, but 
through Chriſt, whom God had pre- ordained 
for this purpoſe before the * of the 
world.s | P \ 


[m] Dr. Tu hog £ lj ch. v. 72. To] ch. b I, & 
fp] Ver. 3, 4. 2 248. | Iq! ver. 6=12, | 
Lr] Ver. 13. Ii] Ver. 18-20 


th. 
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THE SECOND EPISTLE 


OF ST. PETER. 


7 ſecond Epiſtle is ſuppoſed to have 
| been written many years after the former, 
viz. in A. D. LXVII, a ſhort time before St. 
Peter's martyrdom, which happened in Lxv111, 
and to which he alludes in one or twe places. 

Tux general deſign of this Epiſtle is, To con- 
firm the doctrines and inſtructions delivered in 
the former Epiſtle; „To excite the Chriſtian 
Converts to adorn and ſtedfaſtly adhere to their 
holy Religion, as a Religion proceeding from 
God, notwithſtanding the artifices of falſe 
Teachers, whoſe character is at large de- 
ſcribed ; and, notwithſtanding, the per ſecution 
of their bitter and inveterate enemies. 


Tux genuineneſs of this Epiſtle has been 
doubted, from the, peculiar ftite of the 2d Chap- 
ter, which is different from the other parts of St. 
Peter's writings. Bp. SuERLocKk ſuppoſes that 
the Apoftle, deſcribing in that Chapter the cha- 
raQter of ſuch ſeducers as endangered the faith 
of the Chriſtian Converts, adopts the language 
and ſentiments of ſome Jewiſh author, contain- 
ing a ſtrong deſcription, in the eaſtern manner, 

of ſome falſe prophets in that, or an earlier age. 


[t] ch. i. 73, 14. | 
WER. * N OF. 


WAS apnea — —»„— 
THE FIRST EPISTLE or 
S T. JOHN. 


Tu. 18 Epiſtle of St. John (if it is not ra- 

ther a little Treatiſe) appears, as well as 
-his Goſpel, to have been written Againſt Cerin- 
thus: Init he alſo alludes to the pernicious doc- 
trines of the other Gnoſtics, eſpecially in the 
admonitions to walk in the light, to keep unde- 
filed from fenſual ſins, and to abſtain from Idols. 

For whilſt Cerinthus taught, that the law of 
Moſes was aboliſhed ; the others maintained, 

that eating things offered to idols, and forni- 

cation, were indifferent acts. 

Is oppoſition to thoſe errors, St. John Jays 
down three poſitions: 1. That it is neceſſary to 
walk in the light, and keep clear of fleſhly Ns 
in order to partake of the kingdom of God 
2. That it is neceffary to keep the new com- 

8 mandment of loving one another. 3. That Jeſus 4 
was Chriſt and the ſon of God, not only in his 
baptiſm, but alſo at the ſhedding of his blood. 

Tuns little Treatiſe or Epiſtle is directed to 
all Chriſtians, whereſoeverdifperſed; and is ſup- 
poſed to have been written before the deſtruc- 
tion of Jeruſalem, by ſuch critics as apply 
ch. ii. 18. to the laſt time of the Jewiſh ſtate. 
Others ſuppoſe it to have been written after 
the Jewiſh war, * about the year 1.xxx; and 


others even fo late as the year xc, or XCGI1. 
+ fv} So Dr. Lardner, oF 


. 5 E 4 * » * 


WL. | 


| | -O-F | 
TRE SECOND AND THD 
EPIsTLESC OF ST. JOHN. 


HESE are improperly denominated | 

Catholic or General, being inſcribed | 
10 two fingle / perſons, the one to ſome lady | 
of diſtinction, the other to Gaius, or Caius; . i 
probably the ſame perſon whom St. Paul at 0 
Corinth ſtiles his hoft,w and who is cele- 
brated for his hoſpitality to his brethren. 
But a learned writerx rather thinks he was an 
eminent Chriſtian, who lived in ſome city of 
Aña not far from Epheſus, where St. John 
chiefly reſided after he had left Judea. 


Tuks E Letters are conject ured to have been 
ſent about the ſame time with, or ſoon after, 
the former. 


22 Latdner. ; | 


XI 
THE CATHOLIC. EPISTLE 
0 Sr. jup. 


Ts was written by Jopk, or Jupas, 
the brother of James the Lefs. The re- 


atichble ſimilarity between this and part of 


the ſecond · Epiſtle | of Peter was probably 
owing to both writers drawing their charac- 
ter of the falſe teachers from the deſcription 


given of the falſe prophets in {ome ancient 


Jewiſh author: and it is alſo poſſible that St. 


Jude might have the ſecond Epiſtle of St. 


Peter before him. They both prove, againit 


certain Heretics (probably the Gnoftics), that a 
great day of judgment is impending, and con- 
clude, from the judgments of God formerly 


exerted, that God will be an avenger of evil. 


Tuis is believed to have been written after 
moſt (if not all) the other Apoftolical Epiſ- 


tles; when St. Jude was arrived at a very old 


age. Dr. Mill even dates it A. D. xc: others 
ſuppoſe it to have been written much earlier; 


yet after that of St. * about A. D Av, 
or LXVI. 


er 
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THE REVELATION” OF 


. ee "Es JO. 2. 1+ ws 
Tous prophetical book is agreed to ke 
1 been written, by St. Jou the Evans 
GELIST, who, according to Euſebius, was 
baniſhed to Patmos, an Ifle in the Egean Sea, s 
and there received. the viſions contained in this 
book, in the laſt year of the reign'of Domi 
tian, about the year xcy1. Others ſuppoſe it 
was written before the deſtruction of Jeruſa- 
lem. This is the opinion of M. Michaelis, 
who dates it ſo early as the time of Sanaa 
or Nero, long before St. John's Golpels or 
Epiſtles. In this he follows the opinien 0 : 
Sir Iſaac Newton, who concludes it muſt have 
been compoſed in an early period of St. Joun's: 
life, becauſe the ſtyle, he thinks, abounds with 
Hebraiſms, and is not penned in ſuch good 
and fluent Greek as the Goſpels and Epiſtles; 
which he ſuppoſes were written when the 
Apoſtle had acquired a more perfect knowledge 
of the Greek tongue. Other critics however 
do not allow {6 great a difference of language 2 
| between this and St. John's other writings 
gt leaſt not more MR what they think may be 


lo 
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e by the e of ſubje dt, HG | 
from alluſions to the prophetic books of the 
Old Teſtament, or from the; abr gptneſs and 
obſcurity of the prophetic Kyle. It is again 


urged, that the REVELAT ION mentions no 


other hereſy, as flouriſhing, but that of the 


Nicolaiĩtans 7, which ſubſiſted long before that 
of Cerinthus, againſt which St. John wrote his 
Goſpel between A. D. Lxv and Lxv1il, and 
therefore the Revelation muſt have been writ- 
ten long before. In oppoſition to this, it is 


1 add whether the ſeven churches of Aſia 


vere founded ſo early as the times of Claudius 
or Nero; or had at leatt undergone ſuch great 


changes and revolutions. as are alladen to 


in this Book. It has likewiſe been thought 


improbable that the Apottle ſhould give this 


prophetic, and myſterious Book before ever 


he had delivered a plain and ſimple narrative 


of the life of his maſter: the latter, as it 


would be of the greateſt uſe to Chriſtians, 
would naturally be firſt afforded them; and 


the Apoſtles would be moſt likely to lay down 


the great and fundamental doctrines of Chriſ- 


5] The Nicol Afraxs, according to ancient writers, were 


2 fe& who taught the lawfulneſs of lewdneſs and idolatrous 


ſacrifices: they were ſo called from one Nicolas their founder, 
By Nicolaitans in ſcripture are thought to be meant, in gene- 
ral, lewd and prefligate perſons, who aim at nothing but 
Weir en ſecular advantage. 


tianity 


tianity in general, before 7 255 would thiok of 
entering into the ſtate of particular churches, 


or deſcribe the events of future times, whether : 


f 


| near or remote. 


Somux other arguments ſor the more early 
date of this book are given by M. Michaelis, 
and others; but, as they allow them all to be 
ſubordinate to that urged above from the un- 


common prevalence of the oriental idioms in 


this book beyond what are found in the other 
 Fritings of St. John, this will not be judged 
very deciſive, tf, after all, t ſhould appear that 
this is no more than the natural conſequence 
of the ſuhject; and that St. John, rein 


in Greek the images of the ancient Hebrew 


Prophets, had a particular reaſon for adopting 
their phraſeology and idioms, as being in- 
ſeparable .from the prophetic ſtylen: ſo that, 


upon the whole, perhaps we may reaſonably 


abide by the expreſs teſtimony of Irenæus 2, 
that this ſacred Book was written in the reign 
| of Domitian; a8 chat ancient Father was 2 


21 See, his is urged on 00 gubject of Prophetic Style, in 


Dr. Hurd's Lectures, referred to below. See particularly 


Sermon the yth. 8 


[a] Adverſ. Hzref. lib. yi: cap. 30 P. $49. ed. Grab: See 


alſo Ruſebius, Chron. lib. 1. Ed. Scal. p. 80. Vide etiam p. 
164. Lib, poſterioris & Chron. Can. p. 208. Hiſt. Eecleſ. 
lib. iii. cap. 19. * Newton on the Prophecies, vol. iii. p, 
214, 15. 
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Diſciple of Polycarp, who had been A Diſciple 
of St. John himfelf. 

Bor at whatever pected of his Like the Re- 
'velation was compoſed, there is ſtrong internal 
Evidence b, as well as the moſt convincing po- 
ſiti ve Nenimony, that this book was written 
by St. John the Evangelift.c It is no leſs ob- 
vious that the contents are of a prophetic na- 
ture, and that they exhibit a ſeries of viſions, 
deſcriptive of very important events that were 
to ſucceed in the courſe of ages. 

Many ingenious and learned men have un- 
dertaken to illuſtrate this ſacred Book, and 

even to point out very preciſely the particular 
events predicted by its inſpired Author; but 
their ſucceſs has not always been anſwerable to 
their tonguine expectations. Perhaps a com- 
plete and perfect Commentary muſt be reſerved 
for future ages, when many of the events have 
| taken place, which are predicted in it, but re- 
main at preſent unaccompliſhed. 

HowE VER, the pious Student ought not to- 
| 4 be diſcouraged from the peruſal of theſe divine 
Prophecies: and it is certain that he could 
never fit down to conſider them with ſo much 
advantage as he can at preſent, when he is 
Furniſhed with ſo excellent an Introduction to 


Ib! See Dr. Twells, M. Michaelis, &c, 


| le] See Lardner, Dodderidge, &ca 2 : 


tar CC ß cas Coed anos 


NY TEEN 


OF 8 T. I N. 


bd ttudy of theſe 920 all other P 
which regard the Chriſtian Church, in the Lee 
tures lately publiſhed by the learned and Jnges, 
nious Preacher at Lincoln's-Inn. Lk | 

To this admired writer, it will be ſulkeient 
here to refer the Reader, and he will lead him 
to as excellent a Commentator in the great 
and admirable Joſeph Mede: to whoſe works 
theſe new Lectures are a moſt uſeful Intro- 
duction. It wilt be ſufficient heile to give a 
ſhort extract from the latter, to aſſiſt the rea- 
der in forming a diſtin idea of the method 
in which the whole Book of the Apecalypſe is 
diſpoſed: which he will readily do, if he ob- 
ſerves * it is reſolvable into THREE great 


Parts. 8 


Tuk FIRST. are 18 3 of the EpriSTLES 
to the Seven Churches, contained in the three 
firſt chapters. This, as containing little or no- 
thing pr bene is not at all conſidered by Mr. 
Mede. ons 

Tnk (SECOND. Part (with which Mr. Mede 
Begins his Commentary) is that of the SEALED” 
Book; from chap. iv. to-chap. x. and contains 

the fates of the Roman empire, or its Civil 
Revolutions; yet with a reference ſtill to the 
ſtate and fortune of the Chriſtian Church. 


d] Introduction ok Study of the Prophecies concerning. 
the Chriſtian Chucch, and in particular concerning the Church 
of Papal Rome, in x11 Sermons, &c. by Richard Hurd, D. Ds: 


London, 1772 dvo. 
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TRE TUuIRD Part i is that of the C vl PEN x Book, 
with what follows to the end; and exhibits, 

in a more minute and extended 1 view, the fates 

of the Chriſtian Church, eſpecially during its 


apoftacy, and after its recovery from it. 
Fais Third Diviſion may, further, de con- 
ſidered as conſiſting of Two Parts. 

Tu FIKSF contains, in chap. xi. a ſum- 
mary view of what ſhould. befal] the Chriflian 
Church, contemporary with the events de- 


duced in the ſecond part, concerning the Em- 
Pire; and is given in this place, i! order to 


connect the ſecond and third parts, and to 


{ſkew their correſpondence and contempora- 
neity. See Mr. Mede's Clavis, Pe, 424+ and 


Comment. Apocalypt. p. 476. 
„ SECOND. Part of the laſt Diviſion | 


(from chap. xii. to the end) gives a detailed ac- 


count of what ſhould befal the Chriſtian 
Church in diſtinét and ſeveral of W * | 


chronical Vilions. - 


r . wwe Naulid conchide ; but a- he odds 
Reader may defire to be informed how the Predidtions 


revealed in this book of St. John have uſually been 
interpreled and applied by Proteflants, we Mall con- 


ident with our jubzet ſubjoin, A KEY TO THE 


PROPHECIES CONTAINED IN THE REVELA- 
TION. This is extracted from the karned Diſſeria- 


tions f Dr. Newton, Biſhop of Briſtol®: to which 


the Reader is referred for a more full illuſtration of the. 
fee eral parts, as the conciſeneſs of our plan only admits . 
a ort analyſis. or abridg ment of them. 


le] Diſſertations on the Prophecies. which have remarkab] 
deen fulfilied, and at this time are fulfilling, in the world, vol. 
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A KEY ro ru PROPHECIES CONTAINED 
= IN THE REVELATION, |. 


Nn of a prophetieal nature oc- 


1. what is ſaid concerning the Church of 
ErnkEsus, that her“ Candleftick ſhall be re- 
moved out of its place, which is now verified, 

not only in this, but in all the other Aſiatic 
churches which exiſted at that time; the light 
of the Goſpel having been taken from them, 
not only by their hereftes and diviſions from 


ithin, but by the arms of the Saracens from 


without: And, 2. concerning the church of 
SMYRNA, that ſhe ſhall © have tribulation ten 
days; that is, in prophetic language, ten 
years; referring to the perſecution of Diocle- 
tian, which alone of all the general perſecu- 
tions laſted ſo long. 1 
Tk next five Chapters relate to the open- 
ing of the SxvEN SEALs; and by theſe ſeals 


ws * 


are intimated fo many different periods of the 


prophecy. Six of theſe ſeals are opened in the 
lixth and ſeventh chapters. 7 ES 


Tux yFI1RsT SEAL or period is memorable. 


for conqueſts. It commences with Veſpaſian, 
and terminates in Nerva; and during this time 
Judæa was ſubjugated. SL 1 WR, 
Tus SECOND SEAL is noted for war and 
Naughter. It commences with Trajan, and 
continues through his reign, and that of his 
ſucceſſors. In this period, the Jews were en- 
tirely routed and diſperſed; and great _ 


curs in the firſt Three Chapters, except, 


5 


Wl ug; KEN ron 


the „bern and devaſtation ed 1 - 4 


ch; wadterifed by a ri- 

Sg execution of Juliice, and an e 
oviſion of corn, wine, and oil. It. com- 

mences with Septimius Severus. He and” 


contending parties. 
Taz THIRD SEAL is 


Alexander Severus were juſt and ſevere empe- 


rors, and at the fame time highly celebrated + 


for the regard they ꝓaid to the internal felicity 
of their people, by procuring them plenty of 
every thing, and particularly corn, wine, andi 


oil. This per ĩod lafted during the reigns of 


8 the Cen Fatty, © WEEN | 
Tu FouRTH SEAL is diſtinguiſhed by 4 


concurrence of evils, ſuch as war, famine, ' 


peſtilence, and wild beafls ; by all which the 


Roman empire was remarkably infeſted from 


the reign of Maximin to that of Diocletian. 

Tuz FIiFFrn SEAL. begins at Diocletian;. 
and is fignalized by the great perſecution,, 
from whence aroſe that 'memorable Era, the 
_ of Martyrs. | 

With Conſtantine begins the sixT n SEAL, 
a period of revolutions, pictured forth by: 
great commotions in earth and in heaven, al- 
luding to the ſubverſion of Paganiſm, and the 
eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity. . This period 
lafle l from the reign of Conftantine the Great, 
to that of Theodoſius the firſt. 

THE SEVENTH SEAL includes under it the 
remaining parts of the prophecy, and com- 


prehends ſeven periods diſtinguithed' by * 


ſounding of SEVEN TRUMPETS. 
uf; | 
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DT the Ss 41s * etold the fate of the Ro- 
mag empire before and till ãt became Chriſtian, 
1 the RUE Ts foreſhow the fate of it af- 
terwards; each TRUMPET being an alarum to. 
one nation or other, rouſing them BBY to over- 
rhrow that empire. 

Fo R of theſe TRUN PETS are ſounded i in 
* eighth Chapter. 

AT the founding of the FIRST, Alaric and 
his Goths invade the Rowan empire, beſiege 
Rome twice, and ſet it on fire in ſeveral places. 
At the ſounding of the sz CON D, Attila and 
his Huns waſte the Roman provinces, and 
compel the eaftern emperor Theodoſius the 
ſecond, and the weſtern emperor Valentinian 
'the third, to ſubmit to ſhameſul terms. At 
the ſounding of the THIRD, Genſeric and his 
Vandals arrive from Africa; ſpoil and plun- 
der Rome, and ſet fait again with immenſe 
wealth and innumerable captives. At the 
founding of the FOURTH, Odoacer and the 
Heruli put an end to the very name of the 
| Weſtern Empire; Theodoric founds the king- 
dom of the Oftr ogoths 1 in Italy; and at laſt Italy 
becomes a province of the Eaftern Empire, 
Rome being governed by a Duke under the 
Exarch of Ravenna. 

As the foregoing TRumeErTs relate chiefly 
to the downfal of the Weftern Empire, ſo do 
the 1 wo rs) to that of the Eaſtern. They 
are ſounded in the ninth, tenth, and 1 of 
the eleventh Chapter. 18 A 

2 


P * 
. 


— IO: 


_ — . — 


— 


142 A KEY 10 THE 


Ar the. ſoundinz. of the FIFTH TauMPET, 
Mahomet that blazing ſtar appears, opens the 
bottomleſs pit, and with his Locuſts the Ara- 
bians darkens the fun and air. And at the 
founding of the $1274, a period not yet fi- 
nithed, the four Angels, that is the four Sal- 
tanies, or Leaders of the Turks and Othmans, | 
are looſed from the river Euplirates. The 
Greek or Eiſtern empire was eruelly “ hurt 
and tormented” under the ITTH TRUMPET; 
but under. the SIXTH, It was 6e flain, and 
utterly deſtroyed. 

Tux Latin, or Weſtern Church being in 
no wiſe reclaimed by the ruin ef the Greek or 
Eaftern, bat ſtill perſiſting in its Idolatr 
and wickednefs ; at the be; . of the al 
Chapter, and under the found of this sIxXTU 
TRUMPET, is introduced a Viſion prepara» 
tive to the Prophecies reſpecting the Weſtern. 
Church, wherein an Angel is repreſented 
having in his hand a little book, or Codicil, 
deſcribing the calamities that ſhould. overtakke 
that Church. The meaſuring of the temple, &c. 
ſhews, that during all this period there wilt 
be ſome true Chriſtians, who will conform 
themſelves to the rule of God's word, even 
. whilſt the outer court, that is, the external 
and more extenſive part of this Temple or 
Church, is tredden under foot by Gentiles, i. e. 
uch Chrittians as, in their idolatrous worſhip 
and perſecuting practice, reſemble and out · do 
the Gentiles themſelves. Vet againſt theſe cor- 
rupters of religion, there will always be ſome 


true witneſſes to. PROTEST, who, however oy: 
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may be over-horne at times, and in appearance 
reduced to death, yet will ariſe again irom time 
to time, till at laſt they triumph and gloriouſly 
aſcend. The eleventh Chapter concludes with 
the ſounding of the sEVENTH TRUMPET. 

IN the twelfth Chapter, by the Woman 
bearing a man- child is to be underſtood the 
Chritian Church; by the great red Dragon, 
the Heathen Koman-empire „ by the man- 
child whom the woman bore, Conſtantine the 
Great; and by the war in heaven, the con- 
teſts between the Chriſtian and Heathen reli- 
glons. * . 
I the thirteenth Chapter, by the Beaſt with 
ſeven heads and ten horns, unto whom the 
Dragon gave his power, ſeat, and great autho- 
rity, is to be underſtood, not Pagan but Chriſ- 
tian, not imperial but papal Rome; in ſub- 
mitting to whoſe religion, the world did in ef- 
fect ſubmit again te the religion of the Dragon. 
The ten-horned Beaſt therefore repreſents the 
Romiſh church and ſtate in general: but the 
Beaſt with two horns like a lamb is the Roman 


clergy; and that image of the ten- horned 


Beaſt, which the two-horned Beaſt cauſed to 
be made, and inſpired with life, is the Pope; 
whoſe number is 666, according to the nume- 
rical powers of the letters conſtituting the Ro- 
man name Aalwog, Lalinus, viz. : 

A, 30. A, 1. T, 300. E,5.1, 10. N, 53. 0, 70. Z, 200. 
or its equivalent in Hebrew VDV) Romiith, via. 
 *I 200. 26, D 40. ) 10,9 10. N 400. 
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, 8988 XIV. WY e 1 on nt. 
Sion is meant ' Jeſus; By the hundred forty 
and four thouſand, his Meck: and followers; 


By the angel preaching the everlaſting goſpel, 


DE firſt principal effort made towards a re- 
ormation by that public oppoſition formed 0 


_ againſt the worſhip of ſaints and images by 
EN emperors and biſhops in the ei Ae and ninth 


cCenturies; By the angel crying, 
fallen, the Waldenſes and Albigenſes, who 
pronounced the Church of Rome to be the 


 Apocal ypfic B 


» © Babylon is 


lon, and denounced her de- 


udien; And by the third Angel, Martin 


Luther and his fellow Reformers, who pro- 
teſted againſt all the corruptions of the Church 


of Rome, as deſtructive to ſalvation. 


Henk we may put a period to this ſhort 
Analyſis of the REVELAT1ONsS, as what fol- 
lows ſeems not to be of ſuch obvious interpre- 
tation as the preceding, and therefore the curi- 


| ous Reader will confult the Biſhop's DissER-. 
TATIONS themſelves. In reading thoſe or 


any other illuftrations of the Prophecies con- 
tained in this myfterious book, he will do well 


always to have before him the judicious work 
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